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""ABrief VinpicaTioN 
OF THE 


| Non-Conformilts 


"'SCHISM 


E was no ſmall Surprize unto many, firſt to hear of, and 


, 


then to ſee. in Print the late Sermon of the Reverend 
Dean of St. Pauls Preached at Guildhall , May 2. 1680. 
being the firft Sunday in Eaſter Term , before the Lord 


M wor, &c. | 


Whatever there might be of Truth in it, yet they judged the 
& time both of the one and the other, the Preaching and Printing 
of it, ro be ſomewhat unſeaſonable. For, they ſay,that this is a 
time wherein the Agreement of all Proteſtants , ſo far as they 
have attained, is made more: than ordinarily neceſſary. And 
whereas the Nonconformiſts do agree in Religion with all he 
ſober Proteſtant People of the Nation, which is the Church of, 
£ngland, they do ſuppoſe that ordinary Prudence would adviſe 
unto a ſorbcarance of them in thoſe few things wherein they diſ- 
ſent ; not indeed from the Body of the Proteſtant People, but 
from ſome that would impoſe them on their Conſciences and. 
Practices. Who knows not that the preſent danger of this Na- 
LE tion is from Popery, and the endeavors that arc uſed bor ro. in- 
troduce it and enthrone it , or give it Power and Authority 
among us? And it isnopart of the Top:/n De/7zn ito take away 
and deſtroy thoſe things wherein the Nozconformſts do diſlent 
from the preſent Eccle/erſtical Eſtabliſhment, bat rater to con- 
firm them. . Their contrivance is to ruine and dei:roy the Re- 
: mt; Pp ood — lizion 


A (2) | 
' ligionof the Body of the Proteſtants in this Kingdom, wherein 
the Nonconformilſts are one with them, and equally concerned 
with any of them, Wherefore it cannot but be grievous untq 
them as well as uſeleſs unro the common Intereſt of the Prote- 
ſlant Religion, thar art ſuch a time and ſeaſon, they ſhould be re- 
ics on, tharget rag ſ&erely treated,on the account of thoſe 
leſſer differences, which no way diſcnable them from being uſeful 
_ and ſerviceable unto the Government and Nation in the defence 
and preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion. And that it is their 
reſolution. fo to be, they have given picicat eyidenee, equal at 
leaſt with rhat given by any fort of People in-the Nation; yea, 
of their Diligence in cppolition unto Popery, and their readi- 
neſs to obſerve the direction of the wn, aw therein, whilſt 
the lo? hath bcen in agitation; they ſuppoſe the Honourable 
Perſon wnro whom this Sermon is dedicated, can and will bear 
them witneſs. Es | | 
In thefe Circumſtances, to be required ſeverely tro change 
their Judgments and PraQtices, as it were Momento Turbinis,im- 
mediately and in an inſtant; or elſe ro be looked.on and treated 
as'Adverfarics ; many do think as unſeaſonable,as ro command: 
2 good part of an Army when it is aually engaged againſt an 
Enemy, to change all their Order, Poſtures, Diſcipline and Ad- 
yantages, or immediately to depart out of the Field. And they 
do withal ſuppoſe that ſuch a ſudden change is leaſt of all ro be 
expected to be wrought by ſuch ſevere Charges and Reflections, 
as are made on all Nonconformiſts in this Diſcourſe. Such like 
things as theſe do men talk concerning the ſeaſon of the Preach- 
- ing and Publiſhing of this Sermon : But in ſuch things every 
man is to be left unto his own Prudence, whereof he may not. 
eſteem himſelf obliged to give an Account. 
For my part Fudge it not ſo unſeaſonable as ſome others do.. 
For it is mect that honeſt men. ſhould underſtand the ſtate of 
thoſe things wherein they aro greatly and deeply concerned. 
Nonconformiſts might poſitbly fuppeſe that the common dan- 
ger of all Proteſtants had reconciled the minds of the Conform- 
ing Miniſlry unto them, ſo as that they were more than former- - 


ly 


wa 
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ly inclined unto their forbearance, and I was really of the ſame 
judgment my fclf. If it be nor ſo, it is well they are faicly warn- 
ed, what they have to.expect, that they may prepare themſelves 
to undergo it with patience, But we ſhall paſs by theſe things, 
and attend a little unto the conſideration 6t the Sermon itfclt. . 
The Deſign of this Diſcourſe ſeems to conſiſt in theſe three 
things. or to aim at them. . | X 
(1) To prove all the Nonconformiſts to be guilty of Schiſm, 
and a ſinful Separation from the Church of ZEngiind.. ... . .... 
(2) To aggravate their ſuppoſed Guilt and Crime, both in its 
Nature, and all the pernicious Conſequents of it that can. be, 
imagined. gs ET Co Lind 
(3) To charge them , eſpecially their Miniſters, with want, 
of Sincerity and Honeſty , in the management of their Diſlene 
from the Church of Exg/and, with reicrence unto the People 
'that hear them, What there is of Truth. in theſe things,. or 
what there may be of miſtake in them, ir' is the Puty 7 Non> 
conformiſts to try' and examine.” Bur fome few things-muſt have 
a /previous conſideration, beforc we come to the Merits of the 
Cauſe itſelf. | SOR. 
1. TheReyerend Author of this Diſcourſe affirms,that in the 
Preaching of this Sermon he was far from intending to ſlir up 
the Magiſtrates and Fudges unto a Perſecution of Diſſenters, as 
ſome ill men have reported. Epift. Ded. Without this Informa- 
tion I confeſs I could not but judge it would have been as liable 
unto a ſuppoſition of ſuch a Deſign, as the aRtings of the Non- 
conformiſts in the management of their Cauſe are unto that of - 
Infincerity in the judgment of this Reverend Author. For, | 
\ (1 ) Ir was not preached unto Nonconformiſts, perhaps not; 
one of them preſent; ſo that the intention of Preaching it,could 
not be their Conviftion, They were not likely either to hear 
the Charge, or the Reaſons of ir. 
( 2) It was preacked unto them, who were no way 
guilty of the | gran Crime reproved; but peculiarly ſuch as 
were intruſted with rhe execution of the pcnal Laws againſt 


them that were ſuppoſed guilty, Magi/rates and Judges, which 
o | B 2 1a 
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_- inanother would have bur an ill aſpe&t. If a Man ſhould go un+ 
ro a Juſtice of the Peace, and complain that his Neighbor is a 
Thief, or a Swearer, or a Murderer ; though he ſhould give the 
Juſtice never ſo meny Arguments to prove that his- Neighbour 
did very ill in being ſo and doing ſo,. yet his bufincſs would 
ſeem to be the exccution of the Law upen him. Bur let the 
Will of God be done, Nonconformilts are not much concerned 
in theſe things. | | 
We are likewiſe informed in the ſame Epiſtle, that there are 
no ſharp and provoking Expreſſions on the. Perſons of any. It 
is indeed beneath the Gravity and Dignity of this Reverend Au: 
thor, to bring reviling or railing Accuſations againit any; neither 
will he, I am ſure, give-countenance ro ſuch a practice in others, 
which is ſeldom uſed bur by men of very mean conſideration. 
But I am not ſatisfied that he hath nor uſed eyen great ſeverity 
in Refletions on a whole Party of Men, and that unprovoked. 
Nor do I know how Perſons on a Religious account can be more 
ſeverely refleted on, and that not only as unto their Opinions 
and PraCtiſes, but alſo as unto the Sincerity of their Hearts, and 
Honeſty of their Deſigns, than-rhe Noneonformiſts are in this 
Sermon. | 

I have ſeen a ColleAion made of ſuch RefleAions by the hand 
of a Perſon of Honour, a Member of the Church of England, 
with his judgment upon them ; wherein they appear to me.not 
to be a true reſemblance or repreſentation of Chriſtian Love and 
Charity. | | 

2, Cn part of this Diſcourſe. being ſuch as: became a 
Popular Auditory, conſiſting in Generals on all hands acknow- 
ledged, as the good of Union, the evil of Schiſm, and cauſclefs 
Separation, ©c. which will indifferently ſerve any Party until ir 
be determined where the original fault and miſtake. doth lie; I 
ſhall nor at all rake notice of it, though it be ſo dreſs'd, as to be 
laid at the door of Nonconformilſts in a- readineſs for an appli- - 
cation unto their diſadvantage : Burt nothing. that by way of 
Argument, Teſtimony or Inſtance is produced , to prove the 
Charge mentioned, and..the Conſequents: of it, thall be omit- 
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3. Some few things may be taken-notice of in the paſſage of: 
the Author ynto his Text ; of that nature is his complaint, p. 2. 
There z#s juſt cauſe for miny ſad Refleftions, when neither the 
Maſeries we have felt, nor the Calamities we fear ; neither the 
terrible Judgments of God upon us, nor the unexpetted De- 
leverance vouchſuted unto us, nor the common Dangers we are 
yer in, hive abated M-ns Heats, or all iyed their Paſſions, or- 
md? them more willing to unite with our eſtabliſhed Church: 
» and Religion : But inſtead of that, ſome ſtand at a greater 
Diſtance,.if not Defiince. It is acknowledged willingly by us, 
that the warnings and calls of God unto this Nation have been- 
great and marvellous, and yet continue ſo ro be. Bur it is wor- 
thy our enquiry, whether this be ro-be looked on as the onely- , 
End and Deſign of them, that the Nonconformiſts do imme- 
diately in all chings comply with the Eſtabliſhed Church and- 
Religion ,. and are evidences of: God's diſpleaſure becauſe they 
do not ſo; when- he who ſezrcheth their hearts, doth know". 
| that they would do ir, were it not for fear of his diſpleaſure ?: 
Whar if ir ſhould be rhe deſign of God in them ro call rhe Na-' 
tion and. ſo the Church of England unto-Repentance and Re+ 
formation, which when all is done, is the onely way of reconci- 
ling all Proteſ{ant Diſſenters ? What if God ſhould in them 
reſtifie againſt all the Atheiſm, Profaneſs,Senſuality,that abound: 
in this Nation, unto the Publick Scand it of it, with the dread 
and terror of thoſe by whom they are duly conſidered, the per- 
ſons guilry of them, being no way proceeded againſt by any 
Diſcipline of the Church, nor any Reformation of the Church 
irſelt from ſuch horcible pollutions once attempred ? Every man 
who knows any thing of Chriſt, of his-Law, Goſpel, Rule and 
Diſcipline, of the Nature, End, and Uſe of them, with the Wor- 
ſhip of God ro be performed in them and by them , and doth 
withal conſider the Terror of the Lord'unto whom an account 
is to be given of theſe things, muſt. acknowledge that both in. 
Perſons and Things there is a neceſſity. of Reformation -among 
us, on the utmoſt perils of the diſpleaſure of Chriſt Jeſus ; yet 
no ſuch Reformatzon is ſo much as engeavoured 'in a due man- 
| ner. 
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ner. It'is no Encouragement unto Conſcientious Men, to unite 
themſelves ablolarcly and in all things, unto ſuch a Church, as 
doth not, as will nor, or-as cannot Retorm itſelf, in ſuch a de- 
generate ſtate as that which many Churches in the world are ac 
. this day openly and viſibly fallen into. And to deal plainly 
with our Brethren, ( if they will allow us to call them ſo) thar 
they may know what to expe, and, if it be the Will of God,be 
direCed into the onely true way of Un:ting all Proteſtants, in 
the onely Bands of Evangelical Union, Order and Communion, 
unleſs thoſe who are concerned, will endeavor, anJ until they 
are enabled in ſome meaſure to effet -a Reform ition in the Mi- 
nifiry and People, -as unto their Relation to, the Church, as allo in 
ſome things in the: worſhip of God itſelf, ic is vain tro expect 
that the Nonconformilts-ihould unice with the Church, however | 
eſtabliihed. And may we not think that thoſe:many:Warnings: 
and Calls of. God, may have ſome reſpe&t ume theſe: Abomina- 
tions that are found in the Narion, yea, ſuch: as:without/-a :due- 
Reformation of them will iſſue in our- Deſolation. ? 1 do know 
that with the Nonconformiſts alſo, there are: S;s ag 17nft: the 
Lord their God ; and it will be a great addition unto their ſins, 
as alſo an aggravation of their guilt, if they _y nor with 
the warnings of God, as they arc here expreſſed by this Reve- 
- rend Author, ſo as to Reform whatever is amils in them, and re- 
turn wholly unto God, from all their wandrings. Bur as unto 
thoſe things which are uſually charged on them, they are ſuch 
2S Intereſt, Hatred, and the defire of their Ruine ſuggeſt unto 
the minds of their Adverſaries ; or are uſed by ſome againſt . 
their Sczence and Conſcience to further that end, without the 
leaſt pretence to be raiſed from any thing in them, their Opini- 
ons, Pradtices, or Converſation in the world. Doth Athei([m 
abound among us? it is from the Differences in Religion made 
by Nonconformiſts. Is there danger of Popery ? it is becauſe 
_ of the Nonconformiſts. Are the Judgments of God coming on 
the Nation ? it is for Nonconformiry. So was it of old with 
the Chriſtians; S: Tybru aſcendit in meania, [i Nilus non aſcen+ 
dit in arua. ſi Celum ſig, [i Terra mouit, ſi Fames, /i Lues ; 
" ftatim Chriſtianos ad Leonem.” 4. The 


| (7) 
. 4. The immediate Introduction unto the opening of his Text: 
1s an account of the Difterences and Diviſions that were in the 
Primitive Churches, occaſioned by the Jud i2ing Chriſtians, 
who contended for the obſervation of rhe Ceremonies of the 
Law; bur ſome things may be added unto his accoutit\, which 


107 | 


are necellary unto the right ſtating of that Caſe , as it may | 


have any reſpect unto our preſeart Diffzrences. And we miy 
obſerve, : 5 IG. 


dealeth in his Epiſtle, were principally thoſe of ths Jew: 
Church and Nation, who had own'd the Goſpel, profeſſed Faith 
in Chriſt Jeſus, had received ( many of them ) ſpiritual ' Gifts, 
or taſted of the powers of the world to come,and did join in the 
worſhip of God, in the Aſſemblies of the Chriſtians. I only 
mention this, becauſe ſome places quoted uſually in'rhis matter, 
do relate directly unto the unbelieving Jews, which went up 
and down to oppoſe the Preaching of Chriſt and the Goſpel in 


( 1 ) That thoſe with and concerning -whom the Apoſtle. 


rage and fury, ſtirring up Perſecution everywhere againſt them 


that were employed in it. 


(2 ) This ſort of Perſons were freely a!/owed by the Apoſtle: 
to continue in the uſe of thoſe Rires and Ceremonies which they 
eſteemed themſelves obliged unto by vertue of Moſes Law,grant- 
ing them in all other things the priviledge of Believers,and ſuch 
as whom they would not inany 'thing offend: ſo do James, 
_ the Elders of the Church declare themſelves, Acts 21. 21, 

C. 
Yea, ('3 ) Out of tenderneſs unto- them, and: to prevent all: 
offence to be taken by them ar the liberty 'of the Gentzl/zs. they 
did order that the Believers of the Gentiles, ſhould forbear for- 
a ſeaſon the uſe of their natural hiberty in ſome few things, 
whereby the other were, in their common meetings, as. in cating 
and drinking together, uſually fcandalized; giving them alſo un- 
to the ſame end, direion concerning one thing evil in- it ſelf, 


whoſe long uſage and praftice. among the- WR = 
| avon e-. 
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| ages 
obliterated a ſenſe of its guilt, whertwith they could not but be 
much off ended. | 


(4) With this determination or ſtate of things - thus ſetled 
by the Apoſlles, (no doubt but that) a multitude of rhe Jewz/h 
Believers did reſt content and ſatisfied. But certain it 1s, that 
with many of them it was otherwiſe. They were no way plea- 
ſcd that they were left unto the freedom of their own judgment 
and practice, in the uſe and obſervance of the legal Ceremonies, 
bur rhey would z-zpoſe the obſervation -of them - on all the 
- Churches of the Geztzles wherever they came. Nothing would 
ſerve their turn, but that all other Churches muſt obſerve their 
Ceremonies, or they would not admit them unto communion 
with them. And in the purſuit of this deſign, they prevailed 
for a ſeaſon on whole Churches, to forego the liberty wherein 
Chriſt had made them free ,and to takes on them the yoke of 
bondage which they impoſed on them, as it was with the 
Churches oi the Galatians. 


T have mentioned theſe things, only to ſhew how remote we 
are from any acceſs unto thoſe Opinions and Practiſes which 
cauſed the Ft Diviſions in Chriſtian Churches, and among all 
ſorts of Believers. We agree with our Brethren in the Faith of 
the Goſpel, as the Gemrzles did with the believing Jews ; we 
have nothing to zmpoſe in Religion, on the Conſciences or Pradcti- 
ſes of any other Churches or Perſons ; we are nor offended thar 
cthers, be they -many or few, ſhould uſe their own choice, liberty 
and judgment, in the Government, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Cere- 
monies of pretended Order, nor do envy them the advantages 
which they have thereby ;, we deſire. nothing bur whar the 
Churches of the Genes delired of old, as the onely means to 
prevent diviſton in them, namely, that they might no? 4e zmpoſed 
08 to obſerve thoſe things which they were nor ſatisfied thar it 
was the mind of Chriſt they ſhould obſerve; for he had. taken 
all che Churches; under his own power, requiring. that they 
$10uid be taught:to do and obſerve all that hecommanded _ 

an 
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and nothing elſe that we know of, We deſire no more of 
our Governors, Rulers, Brethren ( if they think fo) in the 
Miniſtry, but that we be not with ou1ward Force, and 4e- 
ftruttrve Penalties, compelled ro comply with and praQtiſe 
in the Worſhip of God, ſuch things, as for our Lives,and to 
| ſave our ſelves from the greatelt Ruine, we cannot conceive 
| p that it is the mind of Chriſt that we ſhould do and obſerve; 
| that whil'ſt we are peaccable and uſcfu! in our places, firm- 

ly united unto the Body of the Proteſtants in this Nation, 
7 ( which, as this Author tells us, is the Church of England) 
: in confcilion of the ſame Faith , and common Intereſt, for 
the maintenance and preſervation of that one_ Religion 
which we profcſs, we be nor deprived of that Liber- 
ty, Whica God and Nature, Chriſt and the Goſpel, 
the Example of the Primitive Churches , and the preſenr 
Proteſtant Intereſt of this Nation do teſtifie tro be our 
duc. | 


A RE COP IMEMES. |<; 
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| Theſe things being premiſed , becauſe I have no defign 
= ro except againſt any thing in the Diſcourſe of the Reve- 
} rend Author of this Sermon, whercin the Merit of the 
Cauſe is not immediately corcerned; nor to ſeek for ad- 
vantages from Expreſſions; nor to draw.a Sawe of Con: 
| rention about things nor neceſiary unto that defence of our 
/ Innocency which alone I have undertaken, ( as is the way 
| of the moſt in the management of Controverſies) I ſha!l 
paſs on unto the Charge itſelf, or the conſideration of the 
Arguments and Reaſons, whereon all Nonconformilſis are 
_ charged with Schiſn), Vc. 


2006S 


Bur yet becauſe there are ſome things inſiſted on by rhe 
Author, in the progreſs of his Diſcourſe , according as he 
judged rhe method to be moſt convenient for the managing 
of his Charge , which I judge nor ſo conyenient unto rhe 
* 6 preſent defence, I ſhall ſpeak briefly unto them, or _ ot 

| | them, 
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them, before I proceed unto what is more expreſly Argu- 
mentative, AS, 


1. He chargeth the Nen-onformii# Miniſters, for con- 
ceal;ng their Opimiois and Judgments from the People, 
abour the Lawſulneſs of their Communion with the Church, 
and thar for Ends eaſily to be difcerned, ( that is, ther 
own advantage ; that is, they do indeed julge rhor it is 
Lawfal for the People to hold Communzon with the Church 
of Englind, but will not let them know ſo much, et they 
ſhould torſake their Miniſtry. 


Pag. 19, *o. T1 do not intend to ſpeak of the terms up- 
on which Perſons are to be admitted among 1s 10 the exer- 
ciſe of the Funition of the Miniſtry, but of the terms of 
Lay-Communion, i. e. thoſe which are neceſſary for all Per- 
ſons to jorn in our Prayers and Sacraments, aud other Of- 
fices of Divine Worſhip. IT will not ſay, there hath been 
4 great deal of Art to confound theſe 1wo, ( and it i eaſie 
to diſcern to what purpoſe it ; ) but I dare ſay the Peo- 
ples not underiFanding the difference of theſe two Cues, 
hath been a great occaſion of the preſent Separation. For 
:n the judgment of fome of the moiF impartial men of ile 
Diſſenters at thu diy, although they think the caſe of the 
Miners very hard on the account of Subſcriptions and 
Declirations required of them; yet they cinfe([s very little 
zs to be ſaid on the behalf of the People, from whom none 
of thoſe things are required So that the People are con- 
demned in their Separation, by their own Teachers ; but 
how they can Preach lLiwfully to a People who commit a 
fault in hearing them, I do not underitand. 


And the ſame thing is yet managed with more ſe- 
verity, Pag. 37, 38. in words that I fhall ar large  rran- 


ſcribe. 
JT dare 


H11 
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1 dave ſay, if moi? of the Preachers at this diy in 
the Separate Meetings were ſoberly asked their judaments, 
Whether it were liwful for the People to join with us im 
the Publick Aſſemblies, they would not deny zt , and yet 
the-Pecple that frequent them generally judge otherwiſe. 
For it us not to be ſuppoled, that FatTion amorg them ſhould 
ſo commonly prevnl bryond Iutereit; and therefore if they 
thought 1 were liwful for them to comply with the 
Laws, thcy would doit. But why then is this kept up 
as ſuch a migh.y Secret in the breasts of their Teachers? 
Il by do they not Freach 10 them in their Congregations ? Ts 
zt tor fear they ſhould have none left to Preach to? that ts 
not to be imagined of mortified and conſtientions men. Ts 
zt left they jhould ſeem to condemn themfelves, whil (t 
they Preach again#? Separation in a Separate Congre- 
gation. ? 


This, I confeſs, Icoks oddly, and the tenderneſs of a man's 
mind m ſuch a caſe, may out of meer ſhamefacedneſs keep 
him from declaring a Truth which flies in his face white 
be [peaks it, ; 


Is it that they fear the Reproaches of the People? 
Which ſume feww of the moſt Fmiment Perſons » aqnong 
them have found thy muit undergo, if thy touch vp- 
cn this Subjett, (for T know not bow zt comes to paſs, 
that the. moſt godly Pecple among them , can the leaſt 
endure to be told of they faiilis, ) But is it not as plim- 
ly written by St. Paul, Ii 1 yer ſerve men, Ifhould nor be Gal1.19. 
the ſervant of Chriſt; as Wo be unto me it { Preach not 
the Goſpel? Tf 1hry therefore would ar quit themlelies lhe 
Leneſr and conſcienmions men, let them tell the People pl 1m- 
ly that thiy lou 07 our Churches as true Churches, and tht 
ibey may Lutwfully communicate with us on Prayers ard $1 
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eraments; and I do not queſtion bet in time , if they 
find it Liewful, they will judge it to be their Duty. 
For it s the Apoſtles command here, Whereto we have 
already aitained let us walk by the ſame Rule, let us mind 
the ſame things. 


A Crime this is which if true , is not eaſily to be expia- 
ted : Nor can men give greater evidence of their own Hy- 
pocriſie , Inſincerity, and Government by corrupt Ends 
and Deſigns, than by ſuch abominable Arts and Contri- 
vances., So if it ſhould prove not to be true, it cannot bur 
be looked on as animated by ſuch an evil Surmiſe as 
is of no ſmall provocation in the ſight of God and 
men. 


This Reverend Author .makes a diſtintion about Com- 
munion with the Church , Page 20. between what is re- 
quired of Miniſters, and that which is called ZLay-Commu- 
ion, which is the foundation of this Charge. 


T do not confound bare ſuſpending Communion in ſome 
particular Rites, which Perſons do modeſtly ſcruple, and 
uſing it in what they judge to be lawful; with either 
total, or at leaſt ordinary forbearauce of Communion 14 
what they judge to be Jawful, and proceeding to the form- 
ing of ſeparate Congregations , i. e. under other Teachers, 
and by other Rules than what the eſtabliſhed Religion al- 
tows. . And this is the preſent Caſe of Separation which T 
zntend to conſider, and to make the ſmfulneſs and miſchief 
of it appear. 


But he knows that by the Communion, and uniting cur 
fſetvcs unto the Church , which is preſſed either on /7/nz- 
ſters or People, a total ſubmiſſion unto the Rule as eſftabli- 
thed in the Book of Canons, and Rybrick of. the Liturgy, is 


required 
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required of them all. When this is once engaged in, there 
is no ſuſpending of Communion in p.riiculir Kites to be 
allowed ; They who £ive up themſelves hereunto, mult ob- 
ſerve the whole Rule to a tittle, Nor is it in the power of 
this Reverend Author, who is of great dignity in the Church, 
and as ]:ke as any Man I know to be inclined thcrcunto, to 
give Indulgence unto them in their abltincnce from the leaſt 
Ceremony enjoined. Wherefore the Queſtion about Z1y- 
Commur1on, is concerning that which is a4ſo/ute and tor 27, 
according unto all that is enjoined by the Laws of ihe 
Land, or by the Canons, Conſtitutions, and Orders of the 
Church. Hereby are they obliged to bring their Chi'dren 
ro be baptized with the uſe of the Acrial Sen of the Croſs; 
ro kneel at the Communzon; to thcReligious obſervation of 
Holy d.zys ; tothe conſtant uſe of the Lirurgie in all the 
Publick Offices of the Church, unto the excluſion of the 
exerciſe of thoſe Gifts which Chriſt continues ro commu- 
nicate for its Edification; to forego all means of Pablick 
Edification, beſides that in their Pariſh-Churches, where, to 
ſpeak with modeſty, it is oft times ſcanty and wanting ; to 
renounce all other Aſſemblies wherein they have had great 
expcri:nce of ſpiritual advantage unto thcir ſouls; ro de- 
ſerr the obſervation of many uſeful Goſpel duties, in their 
mutual watch that Bclicvers of the ſame Church ought ro 
have one over another; to diveſt themſelves of all intereit 
of a voluntary conſcat in the Diſcipline of the Church,and 
choice of their own Paſtors; and to ſubmit unto an Ecc/c- 
Hiftzcal Rule and Piſcipline, which nor one in a thouſand 
of them can apprehend to have any thirg in it of the Au- 
thority of Chriſt or Ruic of the Goſpel ; and other things 
of the like nature may be added. 


This being the rrue ſtate of L19-Communzcr, which will 
sdmit of no Indulgence, if the Rule be obſerved,i muit ſay, 
that Ido not bzlicve that there are Sx Nonconformilt Mi- 

niltcrs. 
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niſters in Fel ind that do believe this Communion to be 
Jawtul tor the People to embrace. And on the other hand, 
they ceaſe nor ro inflrudt them wherein their true Com- 
munion with the Church of E7g/:7d doth conſiſt, namely, 
in — and Love, and all the fruns of them,unto the glory 
of Gcd, | 


I teattily wifh theſe things had been omitted, that they 
had not bcen ſpoken; not ro cover any guilt in the Non- 
contormilis, whole Conſciences are unto them a thouſand 
witnefles againit ſuch Impurations : Bur whereas the ground 
of them is only Surmzſer and Suſpicions., and the Evil 
charged of the higheſt nature that any men can involve 
themſelves in the guilr of, ir argues ſuch a frame ot ſpirit, 
ſuch an habit of mind, as evidenceth men to be very re- 
mote trom thar Chriſtian Jove and charity, which on all 
hands we ſometimes pretend unto. Of the ſame narure1s 
another Charge of the like want of ſincerity .pag.46. Thoſe, 
ſaith he, who [peak now moi? agaimi? the Magiſtrates 
Puwer in matters of Religion, had ten ſubſtuntial KReaſcns 
for it, when they thought ite Magiſtrates on thetr own /ide. 
tor which is cuoted an Anſwer unto two Queſtions, 1659. 
rhar is, they change rhcir Opinions according ro their In- 


rcreſt, 1 know nor directly whom he intends. Thoſe who 


are commonly called Independents, expreſſed rheir ap pre- 
heniton of the Magiſttates Power in and about Religion, in 
thcir Confeilion made 1659. That any ot them haie, on 
whar hath erfucd, changed their Opinicn thercin, ] knew 
not. And for my parr, I have on this cecation pcruſed the 


Anſwer unto the rwoQ teſtions directed unto, and do pro- 
felis mv lelt at this day to be of the ſame judgment with 
the Author of rhem, as it is cxpretcd in that Paper. There 
a-e thirgs not cafily to be numbred, wherem we acknow- 
ledge the Maziſir ares Power and Duty in mattcrs of Re- 
lig;o2, 2s t.uc 
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old or was at firſt c'aimcd by the firſt Chriſtian Emperors, 
Yet are there ſome, who, although they are fed and warm- 
ed, promated and dignified by the effes of the Magiltiates 
power in and abour Religion, wao will nor allow that any 
thing is a'cribed unto him. unlc{s we grant rhar jr is in his 
righttul Power, and his Durv. to cocrce and panith with'a!l 
 ſoris of Muldts, ſpoiling of Goods, Inpriſonmenrs, B 1n:{h- 
nents, and in ſome caſ:s Death irfelf, ſuch Perſuns as ho!d 
the Head, and all the tandamenr al Princip'es of Chriſtian 
Religion entire, whoſe Worſhip is free ſrom 1dolatry, whoſe 
Converlarions are pcaceabie and ufefyl, unleſs in all things 
they comp.y with themieives ; when potlibly ſome of them 
may be as vſetul in and unto the Chu ch of God, as thoſe 
that wou/d have them ſo dealr witha!. And it may be com- 
mon prudence woald a1vife a forbearance of too mich ſe- 
verity in Charges on others for changing their Opinions, 
leſt a provocation unto a Recrimination on themthat make 
them thoulJd ariſe, of changing their Opinions alſo , not 
without an appearing aſpect to rheir own intereſts : Bur we 
have ſome among the Nonconformiſts, who arc ſo accuſto- 
med nor only unto ſach undue Charges as that here inſiſt- 
ed on, but unto fuch unjuſt Acc1ſations, falſe Reports, ma- 
licious Untrurhs, concerning Them. their Words, DoCtrine 
and Practiſes, which being invented by a few' ill men, are 
trrumpeted abroad with triumph by many, as that they are 
com? to a reſolution never to concern themſelves in them 
any more. 


2. As unto the ſtare of the Queſtion we are told, 
That he ſpeaks not of the Separation or diſtin Com- 
munics of whole Churches from each other , which ac- 
cording to the Scripture, Antiquity and Reaſon, have 
a juff Right and Power to Govern and Reform them- 
ſelves. Py whote Churches, I mean the Churches of 

; (auch 
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fuch Nations, which upen the decay of the Roman' 


Empire , reſumed their juft Right of Goternment to 


themſelves, and upon their owning Chriſtianity, ine 
corporated into one Chriſtian Society, under the ſame 
common Tyes and Rules of Order and Government , 


Pag. 16. 


I do ſuppoſe that particul.if Churches or Congregati- 
ons are hereby exempted from a! guilr of Schiſm, in not 
complying with Rules of Communion impoſed on them by 
other Churches; I am ſure according unio the Principles 
of Nonconformiſts they are fo. For they judge thar par- 
ticular or Congregational Churches filated with their Offi- 


cers according to the Order of the Goſpei, arc entire 


Churches, that have a juſt Righr and Power to Govern and 
Reform themſelves, Until this be diſproved , until ir be 
proved, either that they are not Churches, becauſe rhey 
are Congregational , or that a'though they are Churches, 
ret they have no Power to Govern and Retorm them- 
ſcives, they are free from the guilt: of Schilm in their fo 
dCi 19. 


Burt the Reverend Author ſcems in the enſuing Diſcourſe 
to appropriate this Right and Power umo Naizonal 
Churches, whoſe Riſe he aſſigns unto the Dilſlolution 
of the Rom.im Empire, and the Alteration of the 
Church Government, into that of diſtinct Kingdoms 
and Provinces. Burt this is a thing thar fell out fo 
long afrer the Inflitetion of Churches, and Propa- 
cation of Chriſtian Religion, thar we arc not at all 
concerned in it; cſpecially conlidering, that the oc- 
calion and means of the Conſtitution ot ſuch Churches, 
was wholly Forcign wato Keligiom, and the Concerns 
of zh, 
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The Right and Power of Governins and Reforming them» 
ſelves here ſpoken of, is that which 1s given by Chrilt him- 
ſelf unto his Churches, nor do I know elſe where they {hould 
have it. Wherefore thoſe National Provincial Churches 
which aroſe upon the Diſſolution of the Romaz Empire, muſt 
firſt be proved to be of his Inſtitution, before they can be _ 
allowed to have their Power given them by Jeſus Chrift. 
In what Kings, Potentates wb other Supream' Magiſtrates 
might doe, to accommodate the outward Profeſſion of Re. 
ligion unto their Rule, and the Intereſt thereof, we are not 
at all concerned ; nor will give interruption unto any of them, 
whileſt they impoſe not the Religious obſervation of their 
Conſtitutions unto that end, upon our Conſciences and 
Prattice. Our ſole enquiry is, what our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


hat ordained, which it we are compliant withall, we ſhall 


tear neither this nor any other Charge of the like nature. 
But. to give ſtrengih hereunto, 1t is added ; Juſt as ſeve- 
ral Families united make 9ne Kingdom, which at firſt had a di- 


ſtinit and independent Power, but it would make ſtrange confus 

fron in the World, to reduce Kjngdoms back again to Families, ' 
becauſe at- firſt they were made up of them. pag. 179. Which is 

again inſiited on, paz. 31. But the caſe is not the ſame. For 

1 

the World but that of Families, I ſhould not much oppoſe 
them who would endeavour peaceably to reduce all Go- 
verament thereunto. But whereas we are certain, that God 
by the Light of the Law of Nature, by the Ends and Uſe 
of the Creation of Man, and by exprels Revelation in his 
Word, hath by his own Authority appointed and approved 
other ſorts of Civil Government, in Kingdoms -and Com- 
mon-weals, we eſteem it not only a madneſs to endeavour 
2 Reduction of all Government into Families, as unto the 
poſſibility of the thing ; but a direct oppoſition; unto the 
Authority, Command, and Inſtitution of God. . So it theie 
National Charches were of the immediate Inititution of C:riſt 


indeed God had appointed no other Civil Government in 
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Mimſelf, we ſhould: no: more plead the exemption of prt- 
cular Churches from any Power given them by Chriſt as ſuch, 
than we do tf exempt. private Families fromthe lawful Go-, 
vernmene of publick Magiſtrates. And we mult alſo adder 
that whatever be their Original and Conſtitution, if all thei- 
Governours were: as. the Apoſtles, yet have they no pow;: 
er but what is for Edification, and not for Deſtzuction 
If rhey do or ſhall appoint and poſe on. men what 'tends. 
unto the DeſtruQtion of their Souls, and not unto their Edi- 
hcation, as it 15s fallen out in the Church of Rome; not 
oaly particular Churches, but every individual Believer is 
warranted to withdraw from: their Communion ; and here- 
on we ground: the Lawfulneis-of our Separation from the 
Church off Roz, without any need of a retreat unto the 
late Device:of the P>wer- of Provincial Churches-to*reform 
themſelves. Let none miſtake themſelves herein, B:lievers 
are not made for Churches, but Churches are appointed 
for B2lievers. Their Edification, their- Guidance and Di- 1 
eftion in the Profeſſion of the Faith and Performance of By: 
Divine Worſhip in Afemblies according to the Mind of | 
God, is.their. uſe and end ; without which: they are of no 
fignifications The end: of Chriſt in the conſtitution of his 
Ehurches, was not the moulding. of his D#/ciples into ſuch 
i"ccleſiaſtical ſhapes, as might be ſubſervient unto the Power, 
Iatereſt; Advantages and Dignity of them that may in any 
{zaſon - come to be over them ; but to conſtitute a way and 
Order of giving ſuch Officers unto them, as might be in all 
chings uſefull and ſubſervient unto their Edification ; ass- 
cxpreſly affirmed'; Epheſ. 4. 11, 12, 13, 14. ; 
As it ſhould. ſeem» an Opinion oppoſite unto this Notion. 
of National Churches, is examined and confuted, Paz. 17: 
And t* is a great Miſtake to make the Notion of a Charch barely 
ro relate tb: Afts of Worſhip ; and conſequently that the ade- 
. _ Notion of a Charch, is an Aſſembly for Divine Worſhip ; 


V wH:ic5- means they- appropriate the Name 'of Churches to parti» 
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crlar Connregations. Whereas, if this hold true, the Church 
muſt be dijjolved as ſoon as the Congregation ts broken up ; 
but if they retain the nature of a Church, when they 'do nit 
meet together for Worſhip, then there is ſome other bond 
that .uuites them; and whatever that us, it conſtitutes the 
Church. IT am far from pretending to have read the Writ- 
ings of all men upon this Subject ; nay I can fay, IT have 
read very tew of them.; though I never avoided the read- 
ing of any thing written againit the way and order which 
I approve of. Wheretore there may be ſome, -as far as 
I know, who have maintained this Notion of a Church, 
or that it 1s only az H_ for Divize Yorſhip ;, but for 


my part I never read nor heard of any who was of this 


Judzment. Aſſemblyes tor Divine Worſhip we account in- 
diſpenſably neceſlary for the Edification of 'the Churches; 


TEM 


but that this is that whuch gives them their Conſtitution - 


and formeth that which is the bond of their Union, none 
of the Nonconformilts as I know -of, do Judge. For it 
will not only hence follow, as the Reverend Author ob- 
ſerves, that the Church is diſſolved mhen the Congregation is 
broken up, (on which account Churches at this time would 
be diſſolved almoſt every Week whether they would or 
no ;) bat that any ſort of Perſons who have no Churclh- 
Relation unto one another, meeting-occaitonally for Divine 
Worſhip, do conſtitute a Church, which it may be with- 
in an hour, they ceaſe to be. It is not therefore on this 
account that. we appropriate the Name -of Churches unto 
particular Congregations ; There 1s quite another way 
and means, another Bend of Union whereby particular 
Churches are conſtituted ; which hath been {ufficiefitly 
declared. But if the meaning of the appropriatins the Name 
of Churches unto particular Congregations be, that thoſe $o- 
Cieties which have not, or which cannot have Aflemblies 
for divine Worſhip are not Churches property fo called, it 
15 a thing of another conſideration, that necd not here be 
D 2 112 - 
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inſiſted on. But when ſuch Societies as: whoſe bounds and 
limits are not of Divine Inſtitution, as were thoſe of the 
National Church of the Jews ; no nor yet of the Prudence 
and wiſdom of men, as were the diſtribution of the anci- 
\ent Church into Patriarchates and Dvoceſſes ; but a meer 
natural and neceſſary conſequent of that preveiling Sword, 
which on the Diſſolution of the Roman Empire ereted 
diſtinct Kingdoms and Dominions, as men were able ; 
{ſuch Societies as are not capable of any Religious Aſſem- 
blies for Divine Worſhip,and the miniſtration of Chriſtian 
Diſcipline in them ; ſuch as are forced to invent and main- 
taine an Union by ways and means, and OFcers and or- 
ders, which the Scripture knows nothing of, are proved 
to be Churches of Chriſts Inſtitution, I ſhall embrace them 
as ſuch; In the mean tame let them paſs at their own 
proper rate and value, which the Stamp of Civil Autho- 
rity hath put upon them. What is further diicourſed by 
the Author on this Subject, proceeding no further bur 
* why may it not be ſo and fo, we are not concerned in. 

3. Pag. 23, 24. There is a Diſtribution of all Difſen- 
rers into two Parties; (r.) Such as ſay, That although 
they are in a ſtate of Separation from our Church, yet this ſe- 
paration-is uo (in. 2. Such as ſay, That a ſlate of Separa- 
tion would be ſin, but notwithſtanding their meetims in diffe- 
rent places, yer they are not im a ſlate of Separation. The Dit- 
ference of theſe two Parties ſeems to me, to be only in 
the different ways of expreſſing themſelves, the one: 
granting the uſe of the word Separation in this caſe, 
which others will not admit. For their Pra&ice, ſo far 
as I can obſerve, 15 one and the, ſame, and therefore their 
Principles mult be ſo alfo, though they chooſe ſeveral ways 
of exprefiing them. Both ſorts intended, do plead, that 
in- /azdry- things they have communion with the Charch 
of En7land, and in ſome things they have not, nor can 
have it ſo. Some knowing the: word Separation to be of an: 
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indifferent ſignification, and to be determined as unto its: 
ſence by what it 1s applyed ynto, do not contend but that: 
if any will have it ſo, the ſtate wherein they are, ſhould 
be * Laminar from their diſſent unto thoſe things 
wherein they cannot hold communion with the Church 
of Enzlande, and fo are not offended if you call it a ftate of 
Separation ; howbelt this hinders not but that they con- 
tinue their Communion with the Church of' England, as: 
was before mentioned. Others ſeem to take. Separation 
in the ſame ſence with Schi/zze, which is alwayes.evil. Or 

at leaſt they pretend it 1s their Right to have the Demom- 

zation of their ſtate taken from what they agree in with 
the Church of England, and not from, their Sifl-at in other 

things from it. And therefore they continue, in a Practice 
{ſuitable unto that diſſent. Wherefore I judge that there is. 
no need of this Diſtinction, but both parties intended are 
equally concerned in the Charge that 1s laid againſt them: 

for their difſent in ſome things from the Church. 

Theſe things _ premiſed, that we may not be di- 
verted from the ſubſtance of the cauſe in hand, as they 
would otherwiſe occurre unto us in our progreſs, I ſhall 
proceed unto the conſideration of the Charge it ſelf laid: 
againſt the Nonconformiſts, and: the arguings whereby it 
is endeavoured to be confirmed. Lp 

The Charge is, That all the Nonconformiſts of one ſort or 
anothey, that is, Presbyterians and Independents, are guilty of” 
ſin, of a ſinful Separation from the Church of England ; and+ 
therefore as they live in a known fin, ſo. they are the Cauſe 
thereby of great evils, confuſions, diſturbances among our 
ſelves, and of danger unto the whole Proteſtant Religion ; 
whence it is meet, that they ſhould, &c. | 

The matter of Fatt being thus far mutually acknow-- 
ledged, that there. is ſuch a ſtated Difference between the 
Church of Ezgland and the Nonconformiſts, the next En- 
quiry naturally ſhould:be. on. theſe two Heads. 

I. Who: 


| Cary == 

1. Who or what is the cauſe of this Difference or Dj- 
ſtance ;, without which we cannot judge aright, on whom 
the blame of it is to be charged. For that all men are not 
preſently to be condemned tor the withdrawing from the 
Communion of any Church, becauſe they do fo, without 
a due.Examination of the cauſes for which they do it, will 
be acknowledged by all Proteſtants. In plain terms, our 
Enquiry is, whether the cauſe hereof be on the one- hand, 
the Tmpoſition of terms of Communion without any Obli- 
Patfon in Conſcience to make that Impoſition, ſo much 
as pleaded or pretended from the nature of the things im- 
poled ; or the ref#/al of complyance with thoſe Impoſliti- 
ons, under a. profeſſion that ſuch a romplyance would 
be .againſt the Light of Conſcience and the beſt un- 
derſtanding in them who {ſo refuſe;- which they can at- 
tain ofthe Mind and Will of God in the Scripture. 

2. "Whereas the parties at diference do agree in all ſub- 
{tantial Parts of Rel; ion, and in a common Intereſt as untcy 
the prefervation and defence of the Proteſtant Religion, 
living alike peaceably under the ſame Supream Authority 
and Civil Government ; whether the evils and inconveni- 
encies mentioned, are neceflary and inſeparable Effects of 
{uch. a difference ; or whether they do not wholly owe 
themſelves unto paſſions, corrupt affections, and car- 
nal Intereſts of mea, which ought on all hands to be. mor- 
tityed and ſubdued. For as, it may be, few wiſe mex who 
know the nature of Conſcience, how delicate and tender 
it 1s, what care 1s required in all men to keep 1t as a pre- 
cious Jewel, whoſe preſervation from: detilements and at- 
fronts, God hath committed unto us, under the pain of 
his Eternal Diſpleaſure ; how unable honeſt men are to 
contravene the Light of their own minds, 1n things of the 
{malle{t importance, for any outward adyantages what- 


ever ; How. great care, diligence and accuracy ought to. 


be ufed in all things relating unto the Worihip of God, 
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| (13) . 
about which he ſo frequently declares his Jealonfte, and 
Diſpleaſure againlt thoſe who in any thing corrupt or . de- 
baſe it ; with ſundry other things of the Tike nature, , will 
adinire that theſe differences are not ended among us, by 
an abſolute acquieſcency of the one party in the Judg- 
ments, dictates and 1mpoſitions of the other ; ſo upon the 
Suppoſition before mentioned, of an 4oreement in all the 
foundations of Religion, | 1n all things from'themafelves and 
Gods appointment neceſſary unto,Salvatzon ; of that Urz- 
on of Afietions, which our joint Intereſt in the, Unity of 
the Faith doth require, and of that Union of Itere ff which 
both parties have 1n the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, and that of Obedience: and SubjeCtion unto the 
fame Civil Government ; and on the Satisfaftion which 
the diſſenting parties have, in that the other do enjoy all 
thoſe great advantages-which the publick profeſſion of Re- 
Iigion in this Kingdom 1s accompanied withall, not in the 
leaſt pretending to or contending for 'any ſhare therein ; 
Many wiſe men do and cannot but admire, that the In- 
conveniencies and evils pretended ſhould enſue on this 
Difference as it is ſtated among us, and that the Diſſenters 
ſhould be purſued with ſo much vehemency as they have 
been, even unto their ruin, But we- muſt proceed in the. 
way and Method here propoſed unto us. 

1. The foundation whereon the Reverend Author ma+ 
nageth his charge of S:h;/zz with all its conſequents againſt 
the Nonconformitlts, 1s taken from the words of his Text, 
and declared, paz- xo, x1, 12, 13, 14.: of lis: Book. F 
{ball not tranſcribe his words, principally becauſe I would 
not oblige my ſelt to take ; notice of any thing,that is # 5% 
aezywuinc, which in ſuch Diſcourſes dv commonly admini- 
ſter occaſion of unneceſſary ſtrife. The force of the  Arou- 
»ct unto the beſt of my Underſtanding conſiſts in the 
things that follow. (x.). Fhat all Churches and the mem- 
bers of them, by-vertue of the 4p9olrcal Precept contained: 


L % - : 
(24) 


MH the Text ought to walk according unto Rule.  (2.) That 


the' Rule here intended is not the Rule of Charity and mu- 


tual forbearance in the things wherein they who agree in 
the foundation, are differently minded or otherwiſe than . 


one another.” But *(3:) This was a - Standing Rute. for a- 
greement and Uniformity in PraQtice in Church order and 
Worſhip, which the Apoſtles had given and delivered unto 
them.  (4.) , That this Rule they did not give only as 
Apoſtles, but as Governours of the Church ; as appears 
from . As 1. Wherefore what the Apoſtles fo did, 
that any Church hath power to do, and ought to do, 
namely, to eſtabliſh z Rule of all Practice in their Com- 
munion. (6.) That not to comply with- this Rule in all 
' things is Schifine, the Schiſme whereof Nonconformiſts 
are guilty. . This to the beſt of my Underſtanding is the 
entire force of the Argument infiſted on, and that propo- 
ſed unto the beſt Advantage for the apprehenſion of its 
force and ſtrength, ec. is 

Let us therefore hereon a little inquire whether this will 
bear the werphr of fo great a charge as that which is built 
upon it a dotved into it, with all the diſmal conſe- 
quents pretended to enſue thereon ; and we ſhall not paſs 
by in ſo doing, any thing that 1s offered to give an eſpe- 
cial enforcement unto the charge it ſelf. But in our en- 
trance into the confideration of theſe things, I muſt needs 
ſay, it is ſomewhat ſurpriſing unto me, to ſee a Charge 
wherein the Conſciences, Reputations, Liberty, &c. of 
.fo many are concerned, founded on the Expoſition of i 
Text,. which nq ſober Expoſitor that T know of, did' ever 
find out, propoſe, or embrace. But if it be true and ac- 
cordins unto the mind of the Holy Ghoſt, this ought to 
be no diſparagement unto it, though it be applyed unto 
ſuch an end. - This is that which we are. to examine. 
I ſay therefore, - Ce ry fh 71 

(1.) 'We no way doubt but that the Apoſtles did give 
wee : Ritkes 


(25) | EY 
Rules of Faith, Obedience and Worſhip, not only unto private* 
Chriſtians, but to whole Churches alſo, which we find 
recorded in the Scripture. Unto all theſe Rules we do de- 
clare our aſftzt and conſent, with an entire conformity 3 
and do hope that with indifferent unbiafſed Perſons this is 
enough to free us from the charge of Schiſme. (2.) For 
the Rule here intended, ſome take it to be the Rale of 
Faith in general or Divine Revelation ; Some to be the 
Rule of Charity and Brotherly condeſcention ; Some to be 
the particular Rule here laid down of walking together in 
the different Meaſures of Faith, Light and Knowledge, 
which we do attain unto. The Apoſtle in the foregoing 
Verſes having given an account of the glorious Excellen- 
cies of the Myſteries of the Goſpel, and of his own eadea- 
vour after the full attainment of them, yet affirms that he 
had not attained unto that Perfe&tion in the comprehenſion 
of them, which he deſigned and aimed at. Herein in the 
inſtance of himſelf he declares the condition of the beſt Be- 
levers in this Life, which is not a full meaſure and per- 
fedion 1n the ho ering of the Truths of the Goſpel, 
or enjoyment of the things themſelves contained in them. 
But withall he declares their Duty in preſſing continually 
by all means after that meaſure of Attainment which is pro- 
poſed unto their acquiſition. Hereupon he ſuppoſes what 
will certainly enſue on the common purſuit of this deſign, 
which is, that men will come unto different Attainments, 
have different meaſures of light and knowledge, yea and 
difterent conceptions or opinions about theſe things ; ſome 
will be otherwiſe minded than other ſome will be, in ſome 
things only. Hereupon he gives Dire&tion how they 
ſhould walk, and behave themſelves in this ſtate and con- 
dition. And unto thoſe who have attained that meaſure, 
whence in compariſon of others they may be ſtyled perfer?, 


that they preſs.on unanimouſly towards the end propoſed. 


And as for thoſe who in any things differed from others, 
he encourageth them to wait on the teachings of God in 
E 


that 


(26) 
that uſe- of the means of Inſtruction which they enjoyed. 
And having preſcribed to each ſuppoſed Party their elpe- 
cial Daties, as ſuch, he lays down the Duty of them. both 
un common 3. which is, that in and with reſpect unto what 
they had attained, 7h-y ſhould walk by the ſame Rule, name- 
ly, wluch he had now laid down, and mind the ſame 
things as he had betore enjoyned them. . Wherefore theſe 
words of the Apoſtle are ſo Ci from being a foundation to 
charge them with $chiſme who agreeing 1n the ſubſtance of 
the Doctrine of the Goſpel,do yet diflent from others,(pro- 
bably the greater part of the Church are intended) in ſome 
things ; that 1t enjoyns a, muta! forbearance among thoſe 
who are ſo difterently minded. (4.)Bat our Author aftirms 
that it cannot be a Rule of Charity and mutual forbear- 
ance that is intended, becauſe the Apoltle had ſpoken of 
that juſt before. But it is apparent that he ſpeaks theſe 
words, with reference unto what he had. ſaid juſt before ; 
and if this be that whick thoſe who are otherwiſe minded 
are not oblig2d unco, then are they nat 9Þliged at all to 
walk by the Rale intend2d, which 1s not the mind. of the 
Apoltle ; ſo himſelf declares o:t of Cajetan, that th2. Apoſtle 
 ſubjoins the laſt worls to the former, leaſt th: Perſons hz there 
ſpeaks unto-ſhould think themſelves.excuſed from going as far as 
they can in the ſame Rule. Pag. 37. 

But a Rule, he ſays, it is limiting and determining the Pra- 
ftice,requirins Uniformity.in obſervins the ſame ſtanding Rule. 
The Noncontormitlts hereon do ſay, that if the- Apoſtles, 
or aay one Apoſtle did appoint ſuch a Rule as this 1ntend- 
ed, let it be produced with any probability of proof to be 
theirs, and they are all ready. to. ſubſcribe and- conform 
wato it. On ſuppoſition that any Rule-of this nature was 
appointed by the Apoltles, and.declared unto the-Churhes, 
as the Reverend Author I ſuppoſe: doth. intimate that it 
was, (though I, dare not affix a determinate ſenſe unto his 
words 1n this place) all that can be required of us, is that 
we do conform, and. walk according unto that Rule, fo, 


ap-. 


. < {3 4. 
y MAES 
» os : 
. 


— 


ready to doe. Sundry gereral Rates we tind in the Scrip- 
ture given unto us,relating unto the conſtitution and Edih- 
cation of Churces, to their Order and Worſhip, and Go- 
vernment; ſundry particular Rules for Miniſters and others, 
how they ſhould behave themſelves in Church Societies 
and Aſlemblies, are alſo laid down therein ; all which 
we embrace and {ſubmit unto the Authority of Chriſt in 
them. And if any other Government or particular Rule 
can be produced, given by them, whuch 1s not recorded 
in the Scripture, fo it can be proved to be theirs, we wall 
engage to conform unto It, | 

5. If the Rule pretended to be given by the Apoſtle be 
of any uſe in this caſe, or can give any force unto the Ar- 
gument 1n hand, it muſt be ſuch an one as appointed and 
required things to be obſerved in the Worlhip of God that 


were never divinzly appointed, impoſing the obſervation of {- 


them on the Conſciences and practices of all members of 
the Church, under Penalties ſpiritual and temporal ; a 
Rule conſtituting National Churches, with a Govern- 
ment and Diſcipline ſuited unto that conſtitution ; with 
Modes and Ceremonies of Worſhip no where intimated 
in the Scripture, nor any way neceſſary in the Light of 
Reaſon. Such a RuleI ſay, it muſt be ; ſince although I 
ſhould grant, (which yet I do not) that the conſequent is 
good, that becauſe the Apoſtles made Rules for the pra- 
ctice of the Church that Believers were bound in conſci- 
ence to ſubmit unto, therefore other ordinary Governours 
of the Church may do ſoallo; yet it will by no means 
follow that becauſe the Apoſtles appointed a Ru 9f oxe 


ſort, preſent Church Governours may appoint thoſe of 


another. We know full well, and it 15 on all hands agreed, 
what is the Rule that our conformity is required unto. If 
this be done from any Rule given by the Apoſtles ; it muft 
be a Rule of the ſame nature or to the ſame purpoſe ; 
otherwile by a pretence = their pattern or example, Rules 
| 2 may 


appointed and declared by them. This we are alwayes- 


(28) 

may be made dire&ly contrary unto and deſtruCtive of all 
the Rules they ever really gave, as it is atually fallen out 
in the Church of Rome. But : | 

6. We deny that the Apoſtles made or gave any ſuch 
Rates to the Churches preſent in their days ; or for the ute 
of the Churches in future Ages, as ſhould appoint and 
determine outward modes of Worſhip, with Ceremonies 
' in their Obſervation ; ſtated Feaſts and Faſts, beyond 
what is of Divine Inſtitution, Liturgies or forms of Prayer, 
or Diſcipline to be exercifed in Law Courts, ſubſervient 
unto a National Ecclefiaſtical Government. What uſe then 
they are or may be of, waat benefit or advantage may 
come to the Church by them, what is the Authority of 
the Superior Magittrate about them, we do not now en- 
quire or determine. Only we ſay that zo Rale unto theſe 
ends was ever preſcibed by the Apoſtles. For, 

(1.) There 1s not the leaſt intimation of any /uch Rule 
to be given by them in the Scripture. There are in it as 
was betore obſerved many expreſs Rules both general and 
particular, about Churches, their Faith, Worſhip, and 
mens walking mm them, thoroughly ſufficient to direc the 
Duty and Practice of all Believers 1n all caſes and occuren- 
ces relating to them. Burt of any ſuch Rule as that here 

retended, there is no mention ; which certainly if it had 

een given, and of the importance which now it 1s pleaded 
to be of, ſuch as that without it, neither Peace, nor Unity, 
Nor Order can be preſerved in Churches, ſome intimation 
at leaſt would have been made of it therein. Eſpecially 
we may judge it would have been fo, ſeeing ſundry things 
( every thing ſo far as we can underſtand ) wherein the 
Edification of the Church ts any way: concerned, are re- 
corded in' it, though of little or no uſe.in compariſon of 
what ſo great and general a Rule would be of.Belides there 
ts that DoQrine delivered, and thoſe DireQtions given by 
them 1n the Scripture, concerning the Liberty of Believers 
and forbearance of Diſſenters, as 1s inconſiſtent with - ſuch 
a Rule and the Impoſition of it. (2.) The 
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(2.) The firſt Churches after their times knew nothing of” 
any ſuch Rule given by them, and therefore after they ; $4 
gan to depart from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel in any 
things, as unto Worſhip, Order and Rule or Diſcipline, 
they tell into a great variety of outward Obſervances, Or- 
ders, and Ceremomes, every Church almoſt differing in 
ſome thing or other from others, in ſome ſuch obſervati- 
ons ; yet all keeping the Unity of the Faith in the bond. of 
Peace. This they would not have done if the Apoſtles had 
preſcribed any oze cert ai» Rule of ſuch things that all mult 
contorm unto, eſpecially conſidering how ſcrupulouſly 
they did adhgre unto every thing that was reported to be 
done or ſpoken by any ot the Apoſtles, were the report 
true or falſe. 

(3.) In particular when a Difference fell out amongſt 
them, in a bulineſs of this nature, namely, in a thing of 
outward order, no where appointed by the Authority of 
Chriſt, namely, about the Obſervation of Eaſter, the Par- 
ties at variance appealed on the one ſide to the Practice of 
Peter, on the other to the Practice of John ; both vainly 
enough ; yet was it never pretended by any of them on 
either ſide, that the Apoſtles had conſtituted any Rule 
in the caſe; and therefore is it not probable that they 
elteemed them to have done ſo in things of an alike nature, 
ſeeing they. laid more weight on this, than on any other 
inſtance of the like kind. (4.) It is expreſly denyed by 
good and Sufficient Teſtimony among them, that the A- 
poltles made any Law or Rule about outward Rites, Ce- 


. Femonues, Times, and the like. See Socrat. /ib. 5. cap. 21. 


However then the Apoſtles might by their Epittles and 
Preſence with the Churches reform abuſes that were creep- 
zng or crept in among them, and fet things in order amon 
them, with renewed DireCtions for their walking ; an 
that all Chriſtians were obliged unto the Obſervation of 
thoſe Rules, as all thoſe ſtillare unto whom they are ap- 
plicable in their circumſtances ; yet all this proves no- 


thing: 


bh 


(3097 -, 
thing. of their appointing ſuch a genera] Rule as. is . pte- 
tended, and ſuch a Rule alone would be pleadable in this 
caſe ; and yet not this neither, untill either it were pro- 
duced in- a Scheme of Canons, or it were proved becaule 
they had power to make ſuch: a Rule, ſo others may do 
the like, adding unto what they preſcribed, leaving place 
unto others to adde to their Rule by the ſame Righr, and 
ſoendleſly. 


The Truth is, if God would be pleaſed to help us on all 


hands, to lay aſide Prejudices, Paſhons, Secular Intereſts, 
Fears, and every_other diftempered Attection, which ob- 
{truct our minds in paſting a Right Judgment gn things of 
the nature treated on ; we hind in the Tex? and Context ſpo- 
ken unto, a ſacred Truth divinely directive of juch a Pra- 
ctice as would give Peace and Rett unto us all. For it is 
ſuppoſed that men in a ſincere endeavour after acquain- 
tance with the Truths and Myſteries of the Goſpel, with 
an enjoyment of the Good things repreſented and exhibiced 
in them, may fall in ſome things, into different aporehonſt- 
ons about what belongs unto Faith and Practice in Religion. 
But whilelt they are ſuch as do not deſtroy nor overthrow 
the Foundation, nor hinder men from pref/izg towards the 
Mark for the Prize of th: High callins of God in Chriſt Jeſws, 
that which the Apoſtle directs unto them, who are ſuppo- 
ſed to be ignorant of, or to miſtake in the things wherein 
they do differ from others; 1s only that they wait for di- 
vine Inſtruction in the uſe of the Means appointed for that 


end, praGtifing in the mean time according to what they 


have received. And as unto both Parties the Advice he 
gives them is, that nherennto they have attained, wherein 
they do agree, which were all thoſe Principles of Faith and 
Obedience which were neceſlary unto rheir Acceptance 
wich God, they {hould walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the 


ſem? thinss; that is, forbearing one another in the things 


wherein they differ ; which 1s the ſubſtance of what 1s 
pleaded for by the Nonconlormitlts. _ 
| n 


| (31). 
And that this is the meaning and Intention of the Apo- 
{tle in this place, 15 evident from the Preſcription of the 
{ame Rules in an alike caſe, Row. 14. This the Reverend 
Author ſaw, namely, that the Rule there laid down, is ſuch 
as exprelly requires mutual! Forbearance in ſuch caſes, where 
men are unſatisfied in Conſcience about any Practice in 
Religion ; which ſeems in the ſame caſe to be quite another 
Rule, than that which he ſuppoſeth to be intended in this 
place to the Ph:/ip/ans. But hereunto he anſwers, That the 
Apoſtle did act like a prudent Governonr, and in ſuch a manner, 
as he thouoht did moſt tend to the propagation of the Goſpel, and 
the Good of particular Churches. In ſome Churches that conſiſted 
2ſt of Jews, as the Church of Rome at this time did, an 
where they did not impoſe the neceſſity of keevin of the Law on 
the Gentile Chriſtians ( as we do not find they did at Rome ) the 
Apoſtle was willins to have the Law burzed as decently, and with 
as little noiſe 2s might be; and therefore in this caſe he perſwades 
both parties to forbearance and Charity, in avoidinz the judoing 
and cenſurins on? another, ſince they had an equal regard unto 
the honour of God in what they did. But in thoſe Churches where 
the falſe Apoſtles mal uſe of this pretence, of the Levitical Law 
being ſtill in force, to divide the Churches and to ſeparate the 
Communion of Chriſtians ; theſe the Apoſtle bids them beware of 
them ani their, Prattices,, as being of a danzerons and pernicions 
conſequence. Pag. 14, 15. (t.) No man ever doubted of 
the Prudence of the Apoſtle as a Governour, though in this 
place he acts only as a Teacher divinely inſpired, inftruct- 
ing the Churches in the mind of God, as unto the Diffe- 
rences that were among them. (2.) The Difference then 
among the Romans was about the Obſervation of the Mo- 


{os Ceremonies and Worſhip, that is, ſo far as they might 


xe obſerved, in the Countreys of the Gerrzles out of the 
Limits of the Church, the Land of Carazz : It could not be 
therefore concerning ſuch things as whoſe Diſcharge and 
PraCtice was confined unto:the Temple or that Land,whic 
yet the Jews of Hiernſalem adhered unto, 4s 20. 21, 22, 
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. 23, 24. Their controverſie therefore was principally about 
Meats and Drinks, days of Feaſting or Faſting, and the like ; 
all founded in a ſuppoſed neceſſity of Circumciſion. (3.) It 
is well obſerved by our Author that the Judaizing Chriſtians 
( which in all probability at this time were the greateſt 
- number at Rome, the Geztile Church not making any great 
_ encreaſe before the coming of the 5 gp thither did not 
impoſe the neceſſity of keeping the Law on the Gerrite 
Chriſtians, at leaſt not in that manner, as was done by the 
falſe teachers, who troubled the Churches of” the Galathians 
and others, ſo as to reject them who complyed not with 
them out of Church communion, and from! all hopes of 
Salvation. But yet both Parties continued in their different 
PraCtices, which through want of InftruQtion what was 
their Duty in ſuch caſes, produced many inconveniencies 
among them ; as jud2:ng Or deſpijing one another, contrary 
to the Rule of Chriſtian Love an Charity. In this ſtate 
the Apoſtle preſcribes unto them the Rule of their Duty ; 
which is plainly, to bear with one another, to love one 
another, and according to the nature of Charity to believe 
all things, to believe that cach Party was accepted with 
God, 'whileſt they ſerved him according unto the Light 
which they had received. And as it is to be thought that 
upon the giving of this Rule and DireQion, they utterly 
laid aſide all the animoſities 1n Judging and deſÞpiſing one a- 
nother, which they had been guilty of ; ſo it 1s certain that 
they continued in their different Practice a long time after 
without any rebuke or reproof. Yea ſome Learned men 
do Judge, and that not on Grounds to be rH, that the 
parties who differed were gathered into dift 
and fo continued to walk, even to the dayes of Adria 
the Emperour, when the laſt and final deſtruQtion of the 
whole Nation of the Jews did befall them ; after which, 
thoſe who were not hardened to the utmoſt, gave off all 


expeQation of any reſpe& to be had with God, of their 
old Inſtitutions. | 


I do 
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I do not know how the prefent Caſe between the 
Church of Zng/and and the Non-conformiſts, could have 
poſlibly been more plainly and diſtin&ly ſtated and exem- 
plifed in any thing that the Churches were capable of or li- 
able unto in thoſe days, then it is in this Cale here ſtated 


and determined by the Apoſtle ; in whoſe Direction, Rule, _ 


and Determination we do fully acquieſce. But( 5) It 
1s true alſo ( which this Reverend Author obſerves ) 
that when the Falſe Apoſtles ( or any other Judaizing 
Teachers, pretending to Authority ) did impoſe the 
Obſervation of the Rites and Ceremonies of the Lew:tz- 
cal Law on any Churches unto their Diſturbance and 
Diviſion ; the Apoſtle looks hereon, as that which fo 
far altered the Caſe, that he gives other Rules and Di- 
reftions about it. And if ſuch Impoſitions might be 
yet forborn in the like Cafe . cinecially as accompanied 
with the ſevere Supplemen: and Addition of all forts of 
outward Penalties to be intiited on them who cannot 
comply with them, an open Door would appear into. 
all that Agreement, Peace and Quietneſs among us, 
which are deſired. 

I have treated thus far of theſe things, not to ma- 
nage a Controverſie with this Author or any other, but 
only to ſhew that there is no ground to be taken from 
this Text or its Context , to give countenance unto the 
ſevere Cenſure of S$/:ſme and all the evil Conſequents 
of it , as maintained by ill Arts and Practices, upon the 
Non-conformilts. 

The Procedure of our Author in the management of 
his Charge , 1s in a way of proving from tie Atiertions 
and Conceſlions of the ſeveral Parties whereinto he 
hath diſtinguiſhed Non-conformiſts , that they have no 
juſt Cauſe to with-hotd full Communion trom the Church 
of England, eſpecially in its Parochial Aſſemblies. And 


as unto the firſt Party whom he affirms to grant thar 
they 
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they are in a State of Separation, he quotes ſome Say- 
ings out of-a Diſcourſe: of a Nameleſs Authour, Cor- 
eerning Evangelical Love , Church Peace and Unity. 
And together with ſome Conceſſions of his, he adds 
his Judgment , that Communzon in Oramatices muſt be 
only in_ſuch Churches as Chriſt himſelf inſtituted by un- 
alterable Rules, which were only particuiar and Con- 
gregational Churches. As 1 remember that Author hath 
at large declared in his. Diſcourſe, what Communion 
Believers ought to have with the Church , or all 
Churches, the Church in every ſenſe wherein that Name 
is uſed in the Scripture, But [ ſhall not troub'e my ſelf 
to inquire into his Afſertions or Conceſlions ; nor at pre- 
ſent can I do ſo, not having that Book with me where I 
now am. My buſineſs is only to examine on this occaſion 
what this Reverend Aurhor excepreth againſt or oppo- 
ſeth unto his Afſertion about Congregaizonal Churches 
and the anſwering his Charge of 5ch:ſme, notwithſtand- 
ing this Plea of the Inſtitution of particular Churches 
for the Celebration of Divme Ordinances. This he doth 
page. 25. Gravting thy to be true , how doth at hence 
appear not to be a ſin to. ſ-parate from ou Parochial 
Churches ; <hich according to their. own Conceſjions 
have all th: Eſſ-ntials of true Churches. And what 
ground can th:y have 10 ſeparate and divide thoſe 
Churches , which for all that wwe canſee , are of the ſame 
nature 11h 1he Chuvrhes planted by the Apoſiles at Co- 

rinth, 'Philippi, or Theſſalonica ? : 
Aaſ. We will allow at preſent that the Parochial 
Church-s, at leaft ſome of them in this Nation , are true 
Churches; that is,that they are not guilty of any ſuch hai- 
nous Errors in Doctrine or Idolatrous Practice in Wor- 
ſhip, as ſhould utterly deprive them of the Being and Na- 
ture of Churches. Yet we ſuppoſe it will not be made a 
Rule, That Communion may be with-held or —_ 
| | awn 
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drawn from any Church in any thing, fo long as 
It continues as unto the” Eiſence of it to be. fo. 
' This Autnor knows that Teſtimonies may. be pro- 
duced out of very Learned Proteſtant Writers to the 
contrary. (2.) We do not fay, it is not plealed, 
that becauſe Communion in Ordinances muſt be only in 
ſuch Churches as Chriſt Himſeif hath Inſtituted , 
&c. that therefore it is Lawful and Necellarty to 
Seperate from Parochial Churches ; but it may be 
pleaded thence , That if it be on other Grounas neceſ- 
fary to 1o ſeperate or with-hold Commun.on from them z 
it is the Duty of them who do ſo, to joyn 
themſelves in or unto ſome other particular Congre- 
garions. | 

The Reaſons why.the Non-conformiſts cannot joyn 
in that Communion with thoſe Parochial Churches which 
were before deſcribed, are quite of another Nature , 
which are not here to be pleaded; however ſome of 
them may be mentioned , to deliver us from this 
Miſtake , that the Ground of Seperation from them- 
is the Inſtitution of particular Congregational Churches. 
And they are ſuch as theſe. | 

1. There are many things in all Purorbial Churches 
that openly ſtand in need of Reformation. What 
theſe are boti with reſpect unto Perſons and things , 
hath been before intimated, and fhail be further de- 
clared if occaſion, require. But theſe Parcchzal Churches 
neither do , nor indeed can , nor have Power in them- 
ſelves to reform the things that ought by the Rule of the 
Sgripture to be reformed. For none among us will 
plead , that they are intruſted with power ior their own 
Government 4nd Reformation... - 

In this caſe we judg it lawful for any Man peace- 
ably to with-draw Communion from ſuch Churches , 


to provide for his own Edification in others. 
EF: 4 | 2, That 
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2. That there are many things in the conſtaxt total Com. 
munion of Parochial Churches impoſed on the Conſci- 
ences and Practices of Men, which are not according 
ro the Mind of Chriſt. The things of this nature 1 
ſhall not here mention in Particular. 

. There is no Evangelical Church Diſcipline ad mini- 

ſtred in ſuch P.arochial Churches , which yet 1s a neceliary 
means unto the Edification of the Churches appointed by 
Chriſt himſelf, and ſacredly attended unto by the Primi- 
tive Churches. And we dare not renounce our [ntereſt 
in ſo bleiſed an Ordinance of Chriſt in the Go» 
ſpel. 
1 The Rule and Government which ſuch Parochial 
Churches are abſolutely under in the room of that Rule 
and Diſcipline which ought to be.in and among them- 
ſelves, namely,that by the Courts of Biſhops,Chancel!ors, 
Commiiaries, &c. is unknown to the Scriprures , 
and in its Adminiſtration is very remote from g:ving 
a True Repreſentation of the Authority, Wiſdom , 
Love, and Care of Chriſt to his Church ; waich is 
the Sole end of all Church Rules and Difcipline. 
The Yoke hereof many account themteives not ob.ged. 
to ſuumit unto. 

5. There is in ſuch Churches a total Deprivation of 
the Litrriy of ihe People lecured unto them by the 
Rules and Prattices of ſevcra! Ages from the Begin- 
' nin; of chooſing their own Paſtors ; whereby they are 
alſo deprived of a'! uſe of their Light and Know- 
ledge of the Goſpel, in providing for their own 
Edification. 

6. It cannot be denied, but that there is want of 
due meanes of Edtfication in many of thoſe Parochial 
Churches , and yet proviſion is *"made by the Govern- 
ment that thoſe Churches are under , that none ſhall 
by any way provide th-2mſelves of better means , for that 
great end of all Church Society. It 
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It is on theſe and the like Reaſons that the Non-con- 
formiſts cannot joyn in 7otal Comminion ſuch as the 
Rule pleaded for requireth, with Paroc 421 Churches. 
In this ſtate, as was ſaid, the Lord Chriſt having Inſtituted 
particular Congregations, requiring al! Believers to walk 
in them ; it 1s the Duty of thoſe who are neceſſiated 
to decline the Communion of Parochial Churches, as 
they are ſtated at preſent, to joyn themſelves in- and 
unto ſuch Congregations, as wherein their Edification 
and Liberty may be better provided for according un- 
to Rule. 

But hereon the Reverend Author proceeds to oppoſe 
ſuch particular Congregations or Churches, I think, as 
unto their original and neceſſity ; for ſo he ſpeaks , page 
25 , toprge 26. Bui I miſt needs ſay jurther, I have 
never yet ſeen any tolerable proof, that the Churches 
Planted by the Apoſites were Limited to Congregations. 
How hbeit this ſeems to be ſo clear and evident in matter 
of Fact, and ſo neceilary from the nature of the 
thing it ſeif , that many wife Men , wholly uncon- 
cerned in our Controverſies, do take it for a thing to. 
be granted by all withoat diſpute. So ſpeaks Chef 
Fuſtice Hobart, page 149. In ihe Caſe of Colt and Glo 
ver cont, Brſhop Coventry a»d Litchfield. Aud we 
know well that the Primiiive Church in its greateſ} 
Purity, was but Voluntary Congregations of Believers , 
. ſubmitting themſelves to the Apoſtles and after to other 
Paſiors , to whom they did . Miniſter of their Tirspo- 
rals as God did move them. Of the ſame Judgment 
are thoſe who. eſteemed the firſt Government of the 
Church to be Democraiical ; fo ſpeaks Punlus Shar- 
prus , In the beginning the Government of the Holy 
Church had altogether a Democratical Torm , all the 
faithful intervenirg in the chiefeſt Deltberations ; thus 
we ee that all aid ztiitervene at the Eleftion of Mat- 

| thuas 
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thias wito the Apoſileſhip , and in the Elelfion of the 
fx Deacons , and when Ft. Peter received Cornelius 
an Heaihey Centurion unto the kaith . he gave an ac 
count of 2t to all rhe Church « Likewiſe in the Council 
celebrated in Jeratalem, the Apoſiles , the Prieſts , 

and the oihr Þaithjul Brethren , did imtervene, and 
the Letters were written in the name of all theſe 
three Orders. In ſucceſs of time , when the Ehurch in- 


creaſed in number , tbe farthful retiring themſelves to 


. the Affairs of their Familtes , and having left thoſe 


of the Congregation , the Government retained only 
zn the Miniſters, and became Ariſtocratical.,, ſaving 
the Ele#ion which was Popular, And others alſo of 
the ſame Judgment may be added. 

But let us hear the Reaſoning of this Learned Au- 
thor againſt this Apprenenfion ; this he enters upon, 
page 26, Tt 3s poſſible, at firſt , there might be no 
more Chriſtians in one City than could meet im one- Aſ- 
ſembly for worſhip ; but where doth it appear , that 
when they mulizplied into more Congreg utions, they did 
make new aud aiſtintt Churches, under wew Officers, 
witha ſeperate Power of Government t Of this, Tam 
well aſſured there i no marks nor foot-ſteps in the New 
Teftament , or the whole Hiſtory of the Primitive 
Church. T do not think it will _—_ credible to any con- 
fiderate man, that the 5000 Chriſtians in the Church of 
Jeruſalem made one ated and fixed Congregation for 
Divine Worſhip ; not if we make all the allowances for 
Strangers which can be deſired + but if this were grant= 
ed , where are the unalterable Rules that aſſoon as the 
Company became too great for one particular Aſſembly, 
they muſt become a new Church under peculiar Offi- 
cers and an Independent Authority? It is wery firange 


| that thoſe who contend ſo much for ihe Scriptures be- 


ing a perfett Rule of all things pertaining to Worſhip 
and 


8: Þ 265; 
and Diſcipline, fhould-be able to produce nothing in ſo” 
necefſary a point, * 0 


w—_ 


I Anſwer (5) It is poffible that an impartial account 
may ere long -be given, of the ſtate and ways of 
the frſt Churches after the Deceaſe of the Apoſtles 5. 
wherein it will be made appear -how they did inſenfibly 
deviate in many things trom. the Rule of their firlt 
Inſtitution ;. ſo as thar though their miſtakes were 
of ſmall moment, and not prejudicial unto their 
| Faith and Order,yet occaſion was adminiſtred to ſucceed- 
ing Ages to increaſe thoſe Deviations until they 1ſu- 
ed in a fatal Apoſtaly. An eminent inſtance hereof 
is given us in the Diſcourſe of Paulus Sharpins a- 
bout matters Benificiary , lately made publick in 
our own "Language. (2) The matter of Faf# herein 
feems to me evidently to be exemplified in the Scri- 
pture. For although it may be there is not expreſs 
mention made that. theſe or thoſe particular Churches 
did divide themſelves into more Congregations with new 
Officers ; yet are there Inſtances of the Ere&tion of new 
particular Congregations in the ſame Province , as 
diſtin Churches with a ſeperate Power of Government... 
So the firſt Church in the Province of Fudea was in Fe- 
ruſalem : But when that Church was compleat , as to 
the number of them who might Communicate therein 
unto their Edification , the Apoſtle did not add the 
Believers of the adjacent Towns and places unto that 
Church , but Erected other particular Congregations 
all the Country over : ſo there were different Churches 
in Fudea , Galile, and Samara ; that is many in each 
of them ; A#&.9.31. So the Apoſtle mentions the Churches 
of God that were in Fudea; 1 Theſ 2. 14. And no 
where ſpeaks of them as of oye Church , for Worſhip, + 
Order, and Government, So he ſpeaks again, that is 
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conſtantly, Gal. 1. 22. Iwas unknown by face unto 
the Churches of Fudea. And that theſe Churches were 
neither National nor Dyoceſan , but particular 
Congregations , is as I ſuppoſe ſufficiently evident. 
So was it in the Province of Ga/2tz2 ; there is no men- 
tion of ay Church therein , that ſhould be compre- 
henſive of* all: the Believers in that Province. But 
many particular Churches there were, as it is teſtified 
chap. 1, Ver. 2. SO was it alſo in Macedonza, The 
firſt Church planted in that Province was at Php. 
p24, as it is declared, AF. 16, And it was quickly brought 
into compleat Order, ſoas that when the Apoſtle wrote 
unto it , there were in it the $2zyts whereof it was con» 
ſtituted , with B:;/ops and Deacons ; Ph r. tr, But 
that Church being ſo compleat, the Apoſtle appointed 
other particular Congregational Churches, in the ſame 
Province , who had Officers of their own, with a Power 
of Government ; theſe he mentions and callsthe Churches 
of Macedonia; 2. Cor. 8. 1. 23. Wherefore we need no 
more Directions in this matter, then what are given 
us by the Apoltles Authority in the Name and Authority 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; nor are concerned in the Practice of 
thoſe who afterwards took another courſe, of adding 
Believers from other places unto the Church firit 
planted , unleſs it were in caſe of a diſability to en- 
joy Church-Communion among themſelves elſewhere : 
Whatever therefore is pretended unto the contrary, we 
have plain Scripture evidence and practice , for the 


ereCting particular diſtin Congregations, with Power 


for their own Rule and Edification , in the ſame Pro- 
vince, be it as ſmall as thoſe were of Samara 


or Galile. It cannot ſurely be ſaid that theſe Churches 
were National, wherof there were many in one ſmall 
Province of a ſmall Nation, nor yet Mztropo/ztzcal .or 


D:oceſan ; nor 1 ſuppoſe will it be denied but that. 


they 
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Can 4 
they were intruſted with Power to Rule and Govern them- 
{ves in all ordinary caſes 3 eſpecially when 1n every one of 
them, Elders were ordained, which the Apoltlcs were carefiy] 
toſee done ; Ad. 14.22. FThis is the Subſtance of what we 
plead as unto particular Congregations.. 

C3.) It is not probable, that any, of the firſt Churches 
aid for a long time encreaſe Ir any City/unts ſuch a number, 
as might exceed the bounds of a particular Church or Con- 
gregation. For ſuch they might continue to be, notwirh- 
{tanding a Multiplication of Biſhops or Ekers in them, and 
occatioral diftinct Afſemblics for ſome Acts of Iivme Wor- 
ihip. Andit ſeems if they did begin to exceed mm number 
bevond a juſt proportion for their Edification 3 they did 
immediately erect other Churches among themor near them. 
So whereas there was a mighty enicreaſe of Bclievers at Co- 
rirth:; Ad. 18. 10; there was quickly planted a diſtinct 
Church at Cenctrea,yhich was the Portofthe City. Rowr.16.T. 
And notwithſtanding the great number of 5c00 that were 
Converted ar Eierufalemrupui the firſt Preaching of the Gol- 
pel ; ver were thev fodifpoſed of or lo diſperſed, that ſome 
vears after this there wasſuch a Charchonly there, as did meet 
together in 07 place as occation did require, even the whole 
aridtitude of ihe * Bretlren, who are called the Church in di- 
frinction from the Apoſtles and Elders who were their Go- 
vernourss; Ad. 15. 4, 12. Chap. 21. 22. Nor was that 
Church of afy greater Number, when they..all departed af- | 
terwards, and went out unto 'Pel/z a Village beyond For- 
dan, before the Deitructionot the People, City and Tem- 
ple. And though many Alterations were before that time 
introduced into the Order and Rule of the Churches, yet it 
appears that when Cyprian was Biihop of the Church at Car- 
thage ;, that the whole Community of the Members of that 
Church, did meet together to determine of things that were 
for their Common Intereſt, according unto what was judg- ' 
_ ed to be their Right and Liberty in thoſe days ; which they 

G could 
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could not havedone, had they not all of them belonged un- 
to the ſame particular Church and Congregation. But theſe 
things may be pleaded elſewhere if occalion be given there- 
unto. But yet, | 

(4. I muſt ſay,that I cannot diſcern the leaſt neceſlity of 
any poſitive Rule or DireJion 1n this matter, nor 18 any ſuch 
thing required by us on the like occation. For this diſtri- 
bution of Believers into particular Congregations, is. that 
which the nature of the thing it ſelf and the Duty of men 
with reſpe& unto the end of ſuch Churches, doth indiſpen- 
ſibly require. For what is the end of all Churches for which 
they are inſtituted? Is it not the Edificatio» of them that do 
belicve? They will find themſclves miſtaken,” who ſuppoſe 
that they were deſigned to be ſubſervient unto the ſecular 
Intereſt of any ſort of men. What are the means appointed 
of Chriſt in ſach Churches for that end ? Are they not Do- 
Frines and Fellowſhip, breaking * Bread and Prayer , that 
is, the joynt Celebration of the Ordinances of Chriſt in the 
Goſpel, in Preaching the Word, Adminiſtring the Sacra- 
ments, Mutual Watchfulneſs over one another, and the ex- 
erciſe of that Diſcipline which he hath appointed unto kis 
Diſciples? I deſire to know whether there be any nced of a 
_new Revelation to direct men who are obliged to preſerve 
Churches in their uſe unto their proper End, to take care of 
ſach things, as would obſtruct and hinder themin the uſe of 
means unto that end of their Edification 2 Whereas there- 
fore it 1s manifeſt that ordinarily theſe means cannot be uſed. 
in a due manner, but in ſuch Churches, as wherein all may 
be acquainted with what all are concerned in, the very In- 
ſtitution it ſelf is a plain Command, to plant, ere&t and keep 
all Churches in ſuch a ſtate, as wherein this. end may be.at- 
tained. And therefore if Believers 1n any place are ſo few, 
or ſo deſtitute of Spzritual Gifts, , as not to be able of them- 
{elves jontly to obſerve theſe means for their Editication 3, It 
1s their Duty not to joyn by. themſelvesin aChurch-State, but 
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to add themſelves as Members unto other Churches ; and {6 
when they are ſo many as agghey cannot orderly commu- 
nicate together in all theſe Ordinances, in the way of their 
Adminiſtration appointed 1n the Scripture, unto the Editi- 
cation of them, itis their Duty by vertue of the Divine In- 
ſtitution of Churches, to diſpoſe of their Church-ſtate and 
Relation into that way which will anſwer the Ends of it ; 
that 1s, into more partzcular Churches or Congregations. 

I ſpeak not theſe things in oppoſition unto any other 
Church-ſtate, which men may erect or eſtabliſh out of an o- 
pinion of its uſefulneſs and conveniency 3 much leſs againſt 
that Communion which ought to be among. thoſe particular 
Churches, or their Aſſociations for their common Rule and 
Government in and by their Officers; but only to manifeſt, 
that thoſe of the Non-conformiſts, which are ſuppoſcd to 
adhere unto the Inſtitution of particular Churches in a pecu- 
liar way; do not thereby deſerve the Imputation of ſo great 
and intolerable a Guilt as they are here charged withal. And 
whereas I have hereby diſcharged all that I deſigned with re- 
ſpc& unto the firſt ſort of Non-conformiſts, as they are here 
diſtinguiſhed,I might here give over the purſuit of this Argu- 
ment. But becaule I ſeek after Truth and ſatisfaction alone 
in theſe things, TI ſhall a little farther conſider what 1s offer- 
cd by this Reverend Author unto the ſame purpoſe with 
what we have paſſed through. So therefore he proceeds 
ag. 26. to pag. 27. If that of which we read the cleareſt 
Taſtances in Scripture, muſt be the ſtandard of all future 
Ages, much more migkt be ſaid for limiting Churches to private 
Families, then to particular Congregations. For do we net read 
of the Church that was in the Houſe of Priſcilla and Aquila at 
Rome 3 of the Church that was of the Houſe of Nymphas at 
Colofle; and in the Houſe of Philemon at Laodicea 2 Why 
then ſhould not Churches be reduced to particular Families,when 
by that meanes they may fully enjoy the Liberty of their Conſct- 
ences, and avoid the Scandal of breaking the Laws But if 
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notwithſtanding ſuch plain Examples, Men will exterd Churches 
10 Congregations of many Familics; why may not others extend 
Churches to thoje Socteties cb con{:ſt of many Congreges 
tions £ 

I Anſfivers (1) Poſlibly a Church may be in a Feinh, 
or conli{t only of the Perſons that belong to a Family. But 
a Family as a Family neither 1s nor can be a Church. For 
as ſach it is conſtituted by Natural and Civil Relations. But 
a Church hath its Form and Being from the Voluntary Spiri- 
tual conſent, of thoſe Shbreof 7 it conlilts, unto Church 
Order ; They gave, ſaith the Apoſtle, their own ſelves to 
the T.ord, and unto ws by the Fill of Go 5, 2 Cor. 8.5. News 
ther is there any mention at all in the Scripture of the con- 
{titution of Churches in private Families, fo as that they 
ſhould be limited thereunto. 

(2) What is ſpoken of the Church in the Houſe of 4- 
quila, Nymptas, and Philemon, doth not at all prove that 
there was.a particular Church in cach of their houſes con- 
fiſting only of their own Familics, as tuch 5 but only that 
there was a Church which uſtially alembled in their rc- 
ſpective houſes, \Wherctorc 

(3) Here is no fuch Example given of Circ! LS in pr 
vate Families in the whole Scrip ture, as ſhould reſtrain the 
extent of Churches from Congregations ot many Fanittic 
And the enquiry hereon, that if zz mill extend ( Sdes-7 to 
Congregatio ns of wany Families, why iy rot others extend 
Churches ito thoſe Sociclies which conhifl of many Corgregati- 
075, hath notany force in it. For they who extended Chur- 
ches unto Co! ngregations of many Familics, were the Apo- 
ftlesthemſclves, acting 1n the Name and Authority of Tei; 
Chriſt. Ir cannot be proved that ever they Stated, Erected 
or Plantcd any one Church, but it was compoſed of Pcr- 
ſons ou of many Familics ; nor that ever they confined a 
Church unto a Family; or taught, that Families, 1101 1g! 1 all 
of them Behevers and baptized,” were Churches on the ac- 
COUNT 
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count of their being Families.So others may extend Churches 
unto thoſe Socictics which conſiſt of many congregations 
yet not ſo, as that theſe who cannot comply or.joyn with 
them, ſhould thereon be eſtecmed Sckiſmaticks; ſeeing ſuch 
Socictics were not appointed by Chriſt and his Apoſtles. If 
ſich Societies be ſo conſtituted, as that there is but a proba- 
ble Plea that they are ordained by Chriſt ; there may be. 
danger in a diflent from them, meerly on this account, that 
they conliſt of many congregations z bur this is not our cale, 
as hath been before declared. | 
The Remainder of this Scction conſiſts in an account of 
the PraGice of the C:nrches m ſome things in following Ages. 
This though of Importance in it{clf, and deſerving a full en- 
quiry into, yet belongeth not unto our prefent caſe z and 
will, it may be, induc time be more tully ſpoken unto. 
-Thoſe ſuppolcd of the jr/t way and judgment, who grant 
a ſeparatiqn from the cſ{tabliſhed form of the Church of 
Erglad, are diſmiſled with one charge more on, and Plei, 
azainſt their Practice, not without a mixture of ſome ſeve- 
rity in exprefiion 3 pag. Zo. But ſappoſe the firſt Churches 
were barely corgregational, by reaſon of the ſmall anzber of Be- 
Lercrs ut that time, yet what Obligation lies upon ws to diſturb ihe 
Peace of ile Chirch we lice in, to reduce Churches to their Ti; 
fart State 2 Which 1s prefied with ſundry conſiderations in 
the two tollowing Pages; But we ſay; (1) That the firſt 
Cinrchcs were not cogregational by reaſon of the: ſprall 771114- 
ter of Reficvers, but becauſethe Lord Chriſt had limited and 
d termined, that ſuch a ftrate of his Churches ſhould be un- 
dir the New Teſtament, as beſt ſrited unto all the ends of 
their Inflitution. (2) That which 1s called the i:fant fate 
of Cltarchce, was in truth their fole perfect eftate; what they 
grcw up unto afterwards molt of them, we know well e- 
nough, For leaving, as it is called, ther fant ſtate by de- 
recs, they brozgit forth at laſt the Hun of Sn, (3) No 


Gi/igation les upon us from hence to diſturb the Peace of 
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any Church 3 nor do we do fo, let what will be pretended 
to the contrary. If any ſuch Diſturbance doenſue upon the 
Differences that are between them and us, as far as I know 
the blame will be found lying upon them, who not being 
ſatisfied that they may leave the firſt ſtate of the Churches 
under a Pretence of its [nfancy,and bring them into a greater 
Perfection, then was given them by Chriſt and his Diſci- 
ples ; but compel others alſo to foregoe their Primitive 
Conſtitution, and comply with them in their Alteration 
thereof. 

The Remainder of the Diſcourſe of this Section, 1d farre 
as I can underſtand, proceeds on this Principle, that the 
ſole Reaſon and cauſe of our Aou-conformity, 3s this *Per- 
ſwafion of the Divine Inſtitution of particular Churches 5 But all 
men know that this is otherwiſe. This of all things is leaſt 
pleaded, and commonly in the laſt place, and but by ſome, 
among. the cauſcs and Reaſons of our withholding Commu- 
nion, ſo farre as we do ſo, from the Church of England, as 
unto the way and manner wherein it 1s required of us. Thoſe 
Reafons have been pleaded already, and may yet be ſo far- 
ther, in due time. For the Reſt of the Diſcourſe, we donct, 
we cannot believe, that the due and peaccable Obſerva- 
tion of the Inſtitutions of Chriſt, doth of it ſelf give 
any Diſturbance unto any Churches or Perſons what- 
ever; Nor that a peaceable endeavour to practiſe our ſelves 
according unto thoſe Inſtitutions, without impoſing that 


Practice on them, ,can be juſtly blameable 3 We do not, we 


cannot beheve that our Refuſal of a total Compliance, with 
« Rule for Order, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Ceremonies in 
the Church, rot given by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, but re- 
quiring of us hairy things cither 1n themſclves, or,as requi- 
red of us, direftly contrary unto or inconſiſtent with the 
Rules and DireCtions given us by them unto thoſe ends, (as 
1n our Judgment and Light of our Confciences is done in 
and by this Rule) is either Schiſz2 or blameable RE 
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We do judge our ſelves obliged to preſerve Peace and Unity 
emong Chnſtians, by all the means that Chriſt hath appoint- 
ed for that End, by the exerciſe of all Grace, the pertor- 
mance of all Duties, the obſervation of all Rules and Di- 
rections given us for that end;z but we do not, we cannot 
believe, that to negle& the means of our own Edification, 
appointcd unto us by Chrilt himſelf, to caſt away the Liber- 
ty wherewith he hath made us free, and ta deſtroy our own 
Souls for ever, by acting againſt his Authority in his Word, 
and our own Conſciences guided thereby, 1n a total comply- 
ing with the Rule propoſed unto ns, 1s a way or means for 
the attaining-of that End. And we do beheve that in the 
preſent ſtate of the Differences among us, an iſſue whereof 
is not ſuddenly to be expected 1n an abſolute Agreement in 
Opinion and Judgement about them, that the Rule of the 
Scripture, the Example of the firſt Churches, the nature of 
Chriſtian Religion, and the preſent Intereſt of the Proteſtant 
Religion among us, doth call for mutual forbearance, with 
mutual Love, and Peaceable walking therein, And we begin 
to hope, that whereas it is confeſſed that the Foundations of 
Chriſtian Religion are preſerved entire among us all;zand it is 
evident that thoſe who diſſent from the preſent Eccleſaſtical 
E/tabliſhments, or any of them, are as ready to do and ſuffer 
what they ſhall be Lawfully called unto, in the Defence 
and for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion 5 wile 
Men will begin to think that it is better for them, to take up 
quictly in what the Law hath provided for them, and not 
turmoil themſelves and others, in ſceking to put an end unto 
theſe Differences by force and compullion, which by theſe 
ways they willnever whilſt they live attain unto. And we 
do ſuppoſe that many of them who do cordially own and 
ſeek the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion 10 this Na- 
tion 3 Men I mean of Authority, Power and Intereſt, will be 
no more in{trumental to help one Party ruine and deſtroy 
another 3 unducly weakening the whole _— of 
| rote- 
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Proteſttifſme thereby 3 but conſidering how little the con- 
cern of themſclves, or their Poſterity can be in theſe lciles 
differences, m compariſon of what it 1s 11 the whole Prote- 


' ſtant cauſe 3 will endeavour their utmoſt to Procure an equal 


Liberty, ( though not cqual outward Advantages ) for all 
that are firm and ſtable in their Profetſion of that Proteſtant 
Religion which 1s eſtabliſhed by Law in this Kingdom, TI 
know that Learned and Eloquent men, ſuch as this Author 
is, are able, to declaim againſt mutual forbearance in theſe 
things with probable Pleas and Pretences or evil conſe- 
quents which will enſue thereon. And I do knoyy thar o- 
thers, though not with equal Learning or Eloquence, do 
declarc and {ct forth the Incquality, Unrighteouſnels, and 
Deſtructive Events of a contrary courſc, or the ule of force 
and compulſion in this cauſe. But it muſt be granted that'the 
Evil 200 15 Inn pretended on a 2:t1z forbear ace, do fol- 
low from the corrupt Aﬀections and Patitons of Nic n.and not 
trom the tang 1t (IE; but all the evils which will follow on 


force and compul, do naturally arile from the thing it (of, 


I ſhall cloſe this partot my Diſcourſe w'th an Obſervation 
on that wherewith it is cloſed by this Author, in his ma- 
nagenent ot it. Saith he, fo withdraw from each: other into 
feparate congregations, icmpts fore to if iritnal © Pride and Scorn 
ard Contenipt of others. a of a more cari:al and werldly Church 
ther themelres s ard proc "okes oti.ers to lay open the follies arid 
indijcretions and. iymoratities of thoje who pretend to jo umch 
Purity and Spirituality above their © Brethren 3 pag. 32, 33, If 
there be any unto whom this is ſuch a Temptation as is men- 
tione:_in the firſt place, and being ſo, doth prevail upon 
them; it is their ſin, ariling from their own Luſts, by which 
every Man is tempted, and 1s not at all occafi oned by the 
thing it ſelf; and for the otter part, let thoſe who delight in 
that work proceed as they ſhall ſee cauſe. For if they charge 

_ us things that are really Fooliſh, Indifereet, and In- 

zcrdl, as in many things weflin all, 'we hope we ſhall learn 
what 
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what to amend, and to bediligent therein, as for other Rea- 
ſons, ſo becauſe of our Obſervers: But 1f they do what 
ſome have done, and others yet continue to do, fill their 
Diſcourſes with falſe Malicious Defamations, with Scorn, 
Contempt, Railing, and Revilings, Scandalous unto Chri- 
{tian Religion 3 hke a Sermon lately preached before my 
Lord Mayor, and ſince put in Print, (I intend not that un- 
der conſideration ) we are no way concerned in what they 
do or ſay ; nor do, as we know of, ſuffer any diſadvantage 
thereby ; yea ſuch Perſons are beneath offence and con- 
tempt of all Men, pretending unto the leaſt of Wiſdom and 
Sobricty. 

For what remains of this Diſcourſe, TI eſteem not my ſelf 
concerned to inſiſt on the Examination of it. For I would 
not ſo expreſs my Judgment in theſe things, as ſome are 
here repreſented to declare themſelves. And I know that 
thoſe who are principally reflefed on, _ are able to defend 
both their Principles and Practices. And beſidesI hear (in 
the Retirement wherein I live, and wherein I dye dayly) that 
ſome of thoſe moſt immediately concerned, have returned 
an Anſwer, unto this Part of the Diſcourſe under conſide- 
ration. TI ſhall therefore only obſerve ſome few things that 
may abate the Edge ofthis Charge. For although we judge 
the Defence of the Truth which we profeſs, to be neceſſary 
when we are called thereunto ; yet at preſent for the Rea- 
ſons intimated at the entrance of this Diſcourſe, we ſhould 
chooſe that it might not be brought under debate. But the 
Defence of our Innocency, when the charge againſt us1sſ{uch 
as 1n it ſelf teyds to our Diſtreſs and Ruine.,is that alone which 
15 our preſent Deſign; and which wiſe men,no way concern- 
ed in our Non-conformity, for the ſake of Proteſtant Reli- 
gion and Publick Peace of the Nation, have judged ne- 
ccilary. 

The Principal Strength of this Part of the Reverend Au- - 


thors Diſcourle, conſiſts in his Application of the Reaſons of 
H the . 
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the Aſſembly againſt thoſe who deſired forbearance in di- 
ſtint Communion from the Rule ſought then to be eſtabliſh- 
ed.unto thoſe who now deſire the ſameforbearance fromthe 
Church of England, ÞT will not immerſe my felf in that con- 
troverſie 3 nor have any contention with the dead. This 
only I fay, that the caſe then between the *Presbyterians and 
thoſe who difſented from them, 1s ſovaſtly different from that 
now betyeen the Church of England and the Non-confor- 
miſts, and that in ſo many material Inſtances and circumſtan- 
ces, that no Light An be communicated unto the right deter- 
mination ofthe latter, from what was pleadcd in the former. 
In brief,thofe who pleaded then for a kind of Uniformity or 
Agreement in total Communion,did propoſeno one of thoſe 
things, as the condition of it, which are now pleaded as the 
only Reaſons of with-holding the fame kind of Conformity 
fromthe Church of Ezgland ; and the Non-impoſition of any 
ſuch things, they made the Foundation of their Plea, forthe 
compliance of others with them. And thol2 on the other ſide, 
who pleaded for Liberty and forbearance in ſuch a caſe as 
wherein there were no ſuch Impolitions, did it moſtly,onthe 
common Liberty, which asthey judged, they had with their 


' Other Brethren, to abide by the way which they had decla- 


red and practiſed, long before any Rule was eſtabliſhed unto 
its Prejudice. And theſe things areſuiicient togive us,as unto 
the preſent caſe under debate, an abſolute inconcernment in 
what was thenpleaded on the one fide or the other, and fo it 
{hall be here diſmiſſed. 

Theeſpecial charge here managed againſt the Non-confor- 
miſts, 1s, that they allow that to /ive 4 ſtate of Separation front 
fach C hnrches, as many at leaſt of ours are, 3s a $in 5 yet that 
themſclves ſo do 5 which is manifeſt in their Practice. Burt 
it may be ſaid, (1) That this Conceſiton reſpects only *Pa- 
rockizl Churche:, and that ſome of them only. But the confor- 
mity 11 general required of us, reſpects the Conſtitution, Go- 
vernment, Diſcipline, Worſhip and Communion of the Na- 
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tional Church and Dioceſan Churches therein, (2) Perſons 
who thus expreſs themſelves are to beallowed the Interpreta- 
tion of their own Minds, Words and Expreſſions. For ifthey 
do judge that ſuch things do belong unto a State of Separation 
from any Churches, as namely, a cauſcleſs Renouncing of all 
Communion with them; a condemnation of them as no 
Church, and on that ground ſetting up Churches againſt 
them, which they know themſelves not to be guilty of, they 
may both honeſtly and wiſely deny themſelves to be in a ſtate 
of Separation, nor wyull their preſent Practice prove them ſo 
to be. And on the other hand, thoſe who do acknowledge 
a Separatzon as unto diſtinct local preſential communion with 
the Church of Ezglard, yet do all of them deny thoſe things, 
which in the Judgment of thoſe now intended, are neceſſary 
£0 conſtitute a ſtate of Separation. But on this Account, I 
cannot ſee the leaſt contradiction between the Principles and 
Practice of theſe Brethren, nor wherein they are blame-wor- 
thy in their Concefſion, unleſs it be in too much earneſtneſs 
to keep up all pottible communion with the Church of Exg- 
land ; forgive them that wreug. Yet I ſay not this, as though 
theſe who are here ſuppoſed to own a ſtate of Separation, 
were not as Zealous alſo, for Communion in Faith, Love 
and Doctrine of Truth with the body of Proteſtants in this 
Nations, as thezare. (3) That which animates this part of, 
the Diſcourſe, and which is the Edge of this Charge, is, that 
the Miniftcrs do conceal from the People what their Judgment is 
about the Lawfulneſs of Communion with the Church of England 
How this can be known to be fo, I cannot underſtand ; For 
thar it istheir Judgment that they may do lo, 1s proved only 


ſo far as I know, from what they have Written and Publiſh-, 


ed in Printunto that purpoſe. And certainly what men fo pub- 
liſh of their own accord, they can have no deſign to conceal 
from any ; eſpecially not from them who uſually attend on 
their Miniſtry, whoare moſt likely to read their Books with 


Diligencez But this hath been ſpoken unto before. 
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In theſe things we ſeek for no ſhelter nor countenance 
from what is pleaded by any concerning the obliging Power 
of an crr0z:ioz5 Conſcience, which the Reverend Author in- 
fiſts on 3 pag. 42, 43, 44. -For we acknowledge no Rule of 
Conſcience in theſe things which concern Churches, their 
State, Power, Order and Worſhip, but Divine Revelation 
only, thar is, the Scripture, the written Word of God; and 
ſure enough we are, that we are not deceived in the choice 
of our Rule, fo as that we deſire no greater Aflurancein any 
concerns of Religion. And by the Scripture as our Rulewe 
underſtand both the expreſs words of it, and whatever may 
by juſt and lawful conſequence be educed from them. This 
Rule we attend unto,and enquire into the Mind of God in it, 
with all the Diligence we are able, and in the uſe of all the 
means, that are uſually and truly pleaded as neceſlary unto 
the Attainment of a right underſtanding thereof. And if any 
one can inform us of any thing required of usthereby, which 
yet we havenot received, we ſhall with all readineſs comply 
therewithal. We have no prejudices, no outward Temp- 
tations, that ſhould biaſs our Minds and Inclinations, unto 
thoſe Principles and Practices on them, which we judge our 
{elves guided and direCted unto by this Rule 3 but all fach 
conſiderations as might be taken from the moſt moderate de- 
fires, even of Food and Raiment, do lye againſt us. We are 
hereon fully ſatisfied, that we have attained that knowledge 
m the Mind of God about theſe things, as will preſerve us 
from Evil or Sin againſt him, from being Hurtful or Uſeleſs 
unto the reſt of Mankind, if we ſubmit unto the Light and 
condutt of it, Wherefore we ſeek no relief in, we plead 
no excuſe from the Obligation of an Erroneous Conſcience 3 
but do abide by it thatour Conſciences are rightly informed 
in theſe things 3 and then it is confeſſed on all hands, what 
is their Power, and what their force to oblige us, with re- 
fpe& unto all humane commands. 
{ know-nov of any farther concern that the m——_—_— 
mlts. 
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miſts have in the Diſcourſe of this Reverend Author ; unleſs 
it be in the conſiderations which he propoſeth unto them, 
and the Advice which he gives themin the cloſe of it. I ſhall 
only ſay concerning the one and the other, that having 
weighed them impartially unto the beſt of my Underſtand- 
ing, I find not any thing in them, that ſhould make it the 
Duty of any man, to invent and conſtitute ſuch a Rule of 
Church Communion, as that which 1s propoſed unto the Non- 
conformiſts for their abſolute compliance withal 3 nor any 
thing that ſhould move the Non-conformiſts unto ſuch com- 
pliance, againſt the Light of their Conſciences, and under- 
{tanding inthe mind of Chriſt ; which aloneare the things in 
debate between us. But if the Deſign of the Author, in the 
propoſal of theſe conſtderations and the particulars of his .Ad- 
vice, be that we ſhould take heed to our ſclves, that during 
theſe differences among us, we give no offence unto others, 
ſofar as it is poſſible, nor entertain ſevere Thoughts in our 
{elves of them from whom wediffer,we ſhall be glad that both 
| heand we ſhould be found in the due Obſervance of ſuch 
Advice. One head of his Advice I confeſs, might be, if I 
am not miſtaken,more acceptable with ſome of the Non-con- 
formiſts, if it had not come in the cloſe of ſuch a Diſcourſe 
as this is3 And it is, that they ſhould not be always complaining: 
of their hardſhips and Perſecution 3 pag. 54. For they fay,after 
ſo many of them have died in common Gaols, ſo many have 
endured long Impriſonments, not a few being at this day in 
the ſame Durance ; ſo many driven from their habitations 
into-a wandring condition, to preſerve for a while the Liber- 
ty of their Perſons ; ſo many havebeen reduced unto Want 
and Penury, by the taking away of their Goods; and from 
ſome the very Inſtruments of their Livelyhood ; after the 
Proſecutions which have been againſt them in all Courts of 
Juſtice in this Nation, on Informations, Endiftments, and 


Suits, to the great charge of all of them who are ſo Perſecu-- 


ted, and ruine of ſome 3 after ſo many Miniſters and thezr 
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Families have been brought into the utmoſt outward: 
ſtreights which Nature can ſubſiſt under ; after all their per- 
petual Fears and Dangers wherewith they have been exers 
ciſed and diſquieted, they think it hard they thould be com- 
plained of for complaining, by them who are at Eaſe. Tt 
may be remembred what one {ſpeaks very gravely in the 
Compadian. ; 
Sed, Demea, koc tu facito;, cum animo cogites, 
uam wos facillime agitis quam eſtis rraxume 
'Potentes, dites, fortunati, nobiles 
Tum maxume vos £qHo animo equa noſcere 
Oportet, /t vos wultis perkibert probos. 


Indeed, Men who are encompaſſed with an affluence of 
all earthly enjoyments, and in rhe ſecure poſſeſſron of the 
Good things of this Lite, do not well underſtand what they 
ſay, when they ſpeak of other mens Sutterings. This I dare 
undertake for all the Non-confornuſts 3 Let others leave 
beating them, and they ſhall all leave complaining. She 1s 
thought but a Curſt mother who beats her Child for crying, 
and will not ceaſe beating unal the Child leaves crying, 
which it cannot do whillt it is continually beaten. Neither 
do I know that the Non-conformiſts are alwazes complaining. 
of their Sufferings 5 nor what are their complaints that they 
make, nor to whom. Yeal do ſuppole that allimpartial men, 
will judge that they have borne their Sufferings with as much 
patience and filznce, as any who have gone before them in 
the hke ſtate and condition. And they do hope, that men 
will notbe angry with them, 1f they cry unto God for Deli- 
verance from tholc troubles which they judge they undergo 
for his Sake, Thankful alſo they are unto God arid Men, 
tor any releaſe they have received fron their Sufferings ; 
wherein their chief reſpect among(t Men hitherto 1s nnto the 
King himſelf But that they ſhould be zery thankful to thoſe, 

| who 
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who eſteem all their paſt and preſent Sufferings to be light, 
and do really endeavour to have them continued and en- 
creaſed ( among whom I do not reckon this Reverend Au- 
thor, for I do not know that I can truly do fo, ) is not to 
be expectec]. 

I ſhall add no more, but that whereas the Non-confor- 
miſts intended in this Defence, are one, or do compleatly 
agree with the Body of the People in this Nation that are 
"Proteſtants, or the Church of England, in the entire Doftrine 
of Faith and Obedience, in all the Inſtances whereby it hath 
been publickly declared or eſtabliſhed by Law ; which A- 
greement in the Unity of Faith, 1s the principal foundation 
of all other Union and Agreement among Chriſtians, and 
without whichevery other way or means of any fuch Union 
or Agreement is of no worth or value, and which if it be 
not impeached is in it ſelfa ſafficient- bond of Union, what- 
ever other Differences may ariſe among men, and ought to 
be ſo eſteemed among all Chriſtians; And whereas they are 
one with the ſame Body of the People, that 1s, 1n its Magi- 
ſtracy and thoſe who areunder Rule in one common Intereſt 
for the Maintenance and Preſervation of Proteſtant Religt- 
on, whereunto they are ſecured by a ſenſc of therr Duty and 
Safety 3 and without whole orderly and regular concurrence 
in all lawful wayes and actings unto that end, it will not be 
ſo caſily attained as ſome imagine 3 And whereas allo they 
are one with them 1n all due legal Subjection unto the fame 
Supreme Power amongſt us, S= are equally ready with any 
{crt of Perſons of their reſpective Qualities or Condition in 
th Nation, to contribute their Aſſiſtance unto the Preſcr- 
vation of its Peace and Liberty ;3 and whereas 11 their feve- 
ral capacities, 'they are uſeful unto the publick Faith and 
Truſt of the Nation, the Maintenance” and Encreafe ofthe 
Wealth and Profperity of it 3 Conſidering what Evidences 
there are, of the Will of God in the Conſtitution of oar Na- 


tures under the Condut of Conſcience in immediate Sub- 
ordination 
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ordination unto himfelf,, the different meaſuresof Light, 
Knowledge and Underſtanding, which 'he communicates 
unto men, as alſo of the Spirit, Rule and Will of Jefus'Chriſt; 
with the Example of the Apoſtlesand the Primitive Churches, 
for mutual forbearance, in ſuch different apprehenfions of 
and Practices about Religion, as no way-entrencheth onthe 
Onity of Faith, 'or any Good of Publick Society 3 I cannot 
but judge (in which perſwaſion Inow lve,and ſhall ſhortly 
dye) that all Writings tending to Exaſperate and Provoke 
the diſſenting Parties one agamſt- another, . are at this day 
highly Unſeaſonable 3 and all endeayours of what ſort ſoe- 


ver, to Diſquiet, Diſcourage, Trouble, Puniſh or Diſtreſs - 


ſuch as diſſent fromthe Publick Rule, in the way before. de- 
ſcribed, are contrary "to: the Will of God, obſtructive of 
the Welfare of the Nation, and dangerous unto the Prote- 
{tantReligion, | 


J 


| Erata. 
Age 2. Line 23. for well, read meet. pag. 7. 1.23. for wherein 
gecad whom. pag. 34. 1. the laſt, for may be read may not be. 
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